
Flood Map 
Modernization

Levee Certification Status in FEMA Levee Certification Status in FEMA 
Region VIRegion VI

MISSISSIPPI RIVER & TRIBUTARIES LEVEE PARTNERING MEETINGMISSISSIPPI RIVER & TRIBUTARIES LEVEE PARTNERING MEETING
MARCH 6, 2008MARCH 6, 2008

AR Northeastern College, Blytheville, AR

Guy Lowes, P.E., FEMA Region VI, 



Flood Map 
Modernization

Background
Responsibilities
FEMA Region VI Approach
Mapping & Certification Status in FEMA Region VI 
Questions

Outline – Levee Certification 
Region VI
Outline – Levee Certification 
Region VI



Flood Map 
ModernizationBackground – Levee CertificationBackground – Levee Certification

Levee Certification is not a new requirement.
– Interim Levee Policy (February 10, 1981)
– 44CFR65.10 (August 25, 1986)

Integrating Levee Certification into the Map Modernization 
Program is new. 

– Procedure Memorandum 34 (August 22, 2005)
• Interim Guidance for Studies Including Levees

– Procedure Memorandum 43 (September 25, 2006)
– Revised Procedure Memorandum 43 (March 16, 2007)

• Guidelines for Identifying Provisionally Accredited Levees

Over half of the total population (nearly 19 million people) in 
Region VI is located within counties/parishes that have levees 
that show protection from the base flood.
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FEMA is responsible for the following:
Establishing/reflecting appropriate risk zone determinations 
on flood maps

– Accredit levees that meet the criteria of 44CFR65.10 as 
providing protection from the 1% annual chance flood based on 
the certification provided by levee owner

– Not accredit levees as providing protection that are not or cannot 
be shown to meet criteria of 44CFR65.10

Establishing mapping standards
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FEMA is not responsible for any of the following:

CERTIFYING LEVEES
Designing, constructing, operating, or maintaining levee 
systems
Examining levees
Determining how a structure or system will perform in a flood 
event
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FEMA Region VI Process
Guidance Document, Version 2
FEMA Region VI Process
Guidance Document, Version 2



Flood Map 
Modernization

Region VI Studies with Levee 
Certification Issues (w/o FY08)
Region VI Studies with Levee 
Certification Issues (w/o FY08)
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Mississippi County, AR Levees
Sample Map
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Region VI Levee Certifications
Current Status
Region VI Levee Certifications
Current Status

Region VI studies with levees (80 studies w/ ~ 231 levees)

Many levee owners have not or cannot certify their levees 
and they have then been de-accredited by FEMA.         
(15 levees in 10 counties)

Some certifications are expected to occur between 
Preliminary DFIRM & LFD, thus will show protection on 
the new Effective DFIRMs.

Eight county maps have now been released preliminary 
as a result of obtaining the PAL agreements
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Overall number of studies resolved for Preliminary release

PM 34 Certification = 8
PM 34 & PAL Certification = 2
PAL only Certification = 5
PAL & De-accreditation = 1
PM 34 & De-accreditation = 2
PM 34, PAL, & De-accreditation = 1
De-accreditation = 8

Unresolved = 53 (many are FY07 study starts)
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Signed PAL Agreements 
Memphis District
Signed PAL Agreements 
Memphis District

Eight Mile Drainage District 
No.5B3/22/2007GreeneGreene County, Arkansas

Buffalo Island Drainage 
District No. 9- Left Bank of 

the St. Francis RiverB4/9/2007Craighead Craighead County, Arkansas

Thompson Creek and West 
LeveeB3/20/2007Craighead

Craighead County, Arkansas, Town 
of Lake City

Arkansas

Levee(s)Scenario

Date of 
PAL 

Letter 
Signed

County/
ParishCommunity

Signed PAL 
Agreements
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Note: FEMA notification to communities for FY 2008 studies with levees will go out in late 2008 or early 2009. 

No levees2008Desha

Effective Panels 01B-9B (all)2008Clay

Effective Panels 3,5,6,8,& 9 2008Cross

No levees2008Poinsett

Effective Panel 90,95,330 and Panel 2(Diaz) and Panel 1 
(Jacksonport), and Panels 1 & 4 (Newport)2008Jackson

2008 information is based on 1st review .Proposed 2008 Studies

so will not be considered for accreditation.

Levees do not show protection on Effective Maps2007White

FEMA Letters will go out to communities and levee boards in February 
2007.2007Phillips

FEMA Letters will go out to communities and levee boards in February 
2007.

2007Crittenden

FEMA Letters will go out to communities and levee boards in February 
2007.2007Mississippi

Arkansas

StatusFiscal YearCountyState

Map Mod Program Levee ImpactsMemphis USACE District
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