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 PUBLIC NOTICE 
           __________________    EXPIRATION DATE: 11 August 2014 

     
 
 
 

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY 
 

Draft Assessment of the Need for River-Related Recreation and Access 
of the 

Lower Mississippi River Resource Assessment 
 

REPLY TO: 
ATTN:  Marsha Raus 
Planning Division 
U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
167 North Main Street, Room B-202 
Memphis, Tennessee 38103-1894 
Tele:  (901) 544-3455 
E-mail:  Marsha.L.Raus@usace.army.mil 

 
TITLE:    Draft Assessment of the Need for River-Related Recreation and Access of the Lower 
Mississippi River Resource Assessment  

http://www.mvm.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects/LMMRA.aspx 
 
AUTHORITY The Lower Mississippi River Resource Assessment is authorized by Section 402 
of the Water Resources Development Act of 2000, Public Law 106-541.   
 
LOCATION:  The study area extends from River Mile 953 of the main-stem Mississippi River 
channel south of Cairo, Illinois, downstream to River Mile 0 (Head of Passes) in Louisiana (see 
map on page 2).  The area encompasses the main river channel and the area between the 
Mississippi River and Tributaries project levees or natural high ground (batture), including the 
mouths of all tributaries between the levees.  The study boundary extends up the following rivers 
and canals that have existing commercial navigation (i.e., commercial barge traffic) to the point 
of direct influence between each channel and the main-stem Mississippi River:  the White River 
upstream to Clarendon, Arkansas; the Arkansas Post Canal upstream to Norrell Lock and Dam, 
Arkansas; the Yazoo River upstream to Greenwood, Mississippi; the Red River upstream to 
Lock and Dam No. 2 in Louisiana; the Ouachita/Black River upstream to Columbia Lock and 
Dam in Louisiana; and the Old River from the Old River Lock to its confluence with the Red and 
Atchafalaya Rivers in Louisiana. The Atchafalaya Basin floodway system in Louisiana is 
included in the study area. 
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TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Memphis District, is 
issuing this notice of the availability of a draft Assessment of the Need for River-Related 
Recreation and Access for the Lower Mississippi River. 
 
PURPOSE:   The Lower Mississippi River Resource Assessment will produce three separate 
assessments and one comprehensive plan combining those three assessments.  This report is the 
Assessment of the Need for River-Related Recreation and Access.  It examines the known and 
anticipated recreation needs based on current and foreseeable plans and operations.  
 
The other two reports are the Assessment of Information Needed for River-Related Management 
completed in 2013 and the Assessment of Natural Resource Habitat Needs which is scheduled 
for public release in September 2014. 
 

Executive Summary 
 
This report assesses the need for river-related recreation and access on the Lower Mississippi 
River from its confluence with the Ohio River at Cairo, Illinois, to the Head of Passes in 
Louisiana.  The investigation was authorized in the Water Resources Development Act of 2000.  
The Nature Conservancy – Great Rivers Partnership is the lead study sponsor. 
 
More than 140 million Americans participate in outdoor recreational activities. The outdoor 
recreation industry supports 6.1 million American jobs and generates $646 billion in spending 
each year.  In the Lower Mississippi River Region, outdoor recreation and tourism combine to 
generate nearly $17 billion annually and 240,000 jobs. 
 
The study team identified eight areas of need on the Lower River: boat ramps, bicycle trails, 
outfitter and guide services, lodging and dining, parks and vistas, interpretation, riverboat 
landings and marketing.  Addressing some of the recreation and access needs on the Lower River 
would add to residents’ quality of life, and bring increased revenues and jobs to the region and 
the nation.   
 
Fishing and paddling generate nearly 900,000 American jobs and $9 billion in Federal and state 
tax revenues annually.  The biggest obstacle to expanding fishing and paddling use of the Lower 
Mississippi River is the lack of well located boat ramps.  There are only 129 boat ramps along 
the 954 miles of the Lower Mississippi River.  The ramps are clustered around urban centers like 
Memphis, Baton Rouge and New Orleans; and many of them were not designed for launching 
small craft. 
 
More than 60 million Americans ride bicycles.  Bicycling generates 1.1 million American jobs, 
and $81 billion in annual spending.  More bike lanes are being built in urban areas and the public 
would like to link these urban systems to bicycle trails in more rural settings with less traffic. 
Outfitter and guide services in the Lower Mississippi River Region can provide safe, convenient 
options for people who want to hunt, fish, paddle and bicycle.  The services are very limited but 
the increasing popularity of paddling and bicycling along with hunting and fishing create a good 
opportunity for small businesses all along the River. 
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