COUNTY OF ALEXANDER

Board of Commissioners

2000 Washington Avenue : Cairo, Hllinois 62914

November 18, 2013

. United States Army Corps of Engincers
ATTN:PM-E (Koontz)
167 North Main Street
Reom B-202
Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr. Koontz:

I am enclosing letters received in opposition to the New Madrid Floodway Levee
Project from residents of Alexander County, Ilinois.

Sincerely,
A lpteis [ ili
Chalen Tatum

Alexander County Board Member

LEne



October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1 894

Dear Mr, Koontz:

[ am a resident in rural area near Olive Branch in Alexander County, [Hlinois. lived here during the 2011
flood when the Corp of Engincers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in its
establishment, The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to relicve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in Alexander County,
Tllinois never before flooded. I am, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition to the U, S. Army
Corps of Engingers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”). Not only is the
project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011, Please recognize that farm tand and homes in southern Tllinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assuime & “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Illinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical
relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many [llinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, IlMinois, (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use. '

fn the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. TFurther, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the inerease
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern mode! with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harins way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. Turge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee. ya

e

Sincerel R



October 20, 2013
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United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 381 03-1894

Dear Mr, Koontz:

[ am a resident in rural area near Olive Branch in_Alexander County, IMlinois. 1 lived here during the 201 1
flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway inits
establishment, The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in Alexander County,
Tlinois never before flooded. 1 am, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition to the U. S. Army
Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project™). Not only is the
project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of ncres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011, Please recognize that farm Jand and homes in southern Tllinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres @ farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come {0 assume a «“false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be carmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Illinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical
relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Cotps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many [llinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Illinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to

be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989, Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with

modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. Turge the Corps |
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerel




October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers

ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street ’
Room B-202

Memphis, TN 33 103-1894

Dear Mr, Koontz:

I am a resident in rural area near Olive Branch in_Alexander County, [llinois. I lived here during the 201 1
flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in its
ostablishment, The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in Alexander County,
Tliinois never before flooded. 1 am, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition to the U. S. Arimy
Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”). Not only is the

project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011, Please recognize that farm tand and homes in southern Iilinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres fo farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be carmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Hlinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections petween the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical
relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
ihe floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps® delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many [iinois residents, In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, linois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a Jawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodivay until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use. '

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989, Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels, The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with

modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. Turge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely,




October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 3 8103-1894

Dear Mr. Koontz:

[ am a resident in rural avea near Olive Branch in Alexander County, Illinois. 1 tived here during the 2011
flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in its
establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to relieve stress ot levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in Alesander County,
[liinois never before flooded. [ am, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition to the U. S. Army
Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”). Not only is the

project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011, Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern fllinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Illinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical
relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee wil} make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Iilinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Illinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s cra physical model to gstitate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with

modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens 10 put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. I urge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee. ’

Sing




October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers

ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street :
Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103- 1894

Dear Mr, Koontz: : _ .

Mound Covr, Prelask

I am a resident in rural area near-Olive-Branelr i _Jtexzmrtel" County, [llinois. 1 lived here during the 2011
flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in its
establishment, The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in Alexander County,
Tllinois never before flooded. T am, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition to the U. S. Army
Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project™), Not only is the
project misguided but it is @ gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011, Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Tlinots are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres 1o farmers in Southeast Missouri and should recoive the same respect as those
who have conie to assume a “false right” to contro! flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be carmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in lllinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which inciude the conneciion at New Madrid, provide critical

relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Tllinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, [linois, (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 fect in just 48 hours.) Refore that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
ihat enjoined use of the floodway until April 1084. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
jevee on neighboring communities in almost twg:nty—ﬁve years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989, Further, that outdated study nsed a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Lovee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. Turge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely,




October 20, 2013
A

United States Army Corps of Engineers

ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street ‘ )
Room B-202

Momphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr, Koontz: ' m SN (,L @,@b&,_

[ am a resident in rural area near Olive Branch in Alexander County, Iiinois. T lived here during the 2011
flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in its
establishment, The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in Alexander County,
linois never before flooded. Tam, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition to the U. 5. Army
Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”™). Not only is the
project misguided but it is @ gross misuse of tax dollars.

Morve seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the saine neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011, Please recognize that farm tand and homes in southern 11linois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” o control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Illinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical
relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activatc
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Illinois residents. n 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Ulinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to queli armed opposition to the floodway’s use, '

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have fittle impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood jmpacts using a modern mode! with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. Turge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely




October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers

ATTN: PM-E (Koon(z)

167 North Main Street : :
Room B-202

Memphis, TN 3 8103-189%4

Dear Mr. Koontz: : . ) ) .

Adeds Fuliot (Ot

[ am a resident in rural area near Olive Pratcitin flexander-County, Tilinots. 1 lived here during the 2011
flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in its
establishment, The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in Alexander County,
Tilinois never before flooded. T am, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition to the U. S. Army
Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”). Not only is the
project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars,

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011, Please recognize that farm tand and homes in southern Tllinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missourt and should receive the same respect as those
who have come fo assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be carmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Hlinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These conmections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 201 1 caused great
hardship to many linois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Illinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 houts.) Before that, in 1983, a jawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1084. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell anmed opposition fo the floodway’s use. ‘

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
fiood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t iooked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels, The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. [ urge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely,




October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers

ATTN: PM-E (Kooniz) _

167 North Main Sireet . ’
Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr, Koontz:

Pleks :
[ am a resident in rural area near OhiveBuanelr in Alexander County, Illinois. I lived here during the 2011
flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in its
establishment, The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in Alexander County,
linois never before flooded, I am, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition to the U. 8. Army
Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”). Not only is the
project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011. Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Iilinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Illinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer, These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical
relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to mauy Illinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Illinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 43 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use. '

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model fo estimate the increase
in water lovels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. [ urge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee,

Sincerely,




October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers

ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street : ¥
Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1 894

Dear Mr, Koontz: )

T 225 :

1 am a resident in rural area near OHEERwEne in,A_lexander County, lilinois. [ lived here during the 2011
flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules ostablished for the Birds Point Floodway in its
establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to relieve stress on levecs north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in Alexander County,
Tilinois never before flooded. Tam, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition to the U. S. Army
Corps of Engineers’ proposed Now Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”). Not only is the

4

project misgnided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
{looded in 2011, Please recognize that farm {and and homes in southern Tiinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume & “false right” to confrol flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floadplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Rranch in [llinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical
relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it move difficult to aciivate
the floodway to save communities during the next big fload. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Illinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Tilinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a Jawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use. '

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in akmost twenty-five ycars. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in havms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. 1urge the Corps
to abandon its efforts t0 build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely,




October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-18%4

Dear Mr, Koontz: ' )

Ule - C it

1 am a resident in the town of GHE ch in Alexander County, Illinois. 1 lived here during the 2011
flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in its
establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for “blowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in Alexander County,
[llinois never before flooded. 1am, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition to the U. 8. Army
Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”). Not only is the
project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars. '

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands |
flooded in 2011, Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Ilinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmatked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Illinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical
relief valves during floods. )

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Iilinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Illinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2,7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984 And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels, The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. I urge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely,




QOctober 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street
Room B-202
Memphis, TN 38103-1 894
. . : - c. CL-
Dear Mr. Koontz: A \7‘! W a \2( (k}/& ’QU &Qg( ! .
1 am a resident in the town of @EEBREEEh in Alexander County, Tilinois. I lived here during the 2011

flood when the Corp of Engineers faited to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in its
establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that poin, brought about
catastrophic flooding of thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in Alexander County,
Iilinois never before flooded. Tam, therefors, expressing to you my strong opposition to the U. S. Army

Corps of Engineets’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”). Not only is the
project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011, Please recognize that farm {and and homes in southern Tllinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume & “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboting communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Iilinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

velief valves during floods,

Fusther, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big fiood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Iilinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Tllinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels ai-Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, 2 lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring comimunities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. 1urge the Corps
to abandon its efforts o build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely,



October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr. Koontz: :

C? 3.0 O 7
I am a resident in the town of CxisEEEEERch in Alexander County, Illinois. T lived here during the 2011
flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in ifs
establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in Alexander County,
Tilinois never before flooded. T am, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition to the U. S. Army
Corps of Engincers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”). Not only is the
project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars. :

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011. Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Tllinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the-floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Illinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippt
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical
relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Illinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting .
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Illinois. {After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984, And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use. :

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have liitle impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way. : : :

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. 1 urge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely,




October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Kooniz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 33103-1894

Dear Mr. Koontz. 7 .

o tfer Cr 7Y _ :
{ am a resident in the town of {iE=ammol in Alexander County, Tllinois. 1 lived here during the 2011
flood when the Corp of Engineers Tailed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in its
establishment, The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to relieve stress on jevees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in Alexander County,
Ilinois never before flooded. 1 am, therefore, exptessing to you my strong opposition to the U. S. Army
Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”). Not only is the
project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011. Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern [llinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assuin¢ a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive nyanch in Iiinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical
relief valves during floods. ‘

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Illinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Tliinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring comiunities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. 1 urge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee. ‘

Sincerely,




QOctober 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz) '

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1 894

‘Dear Mr. Koontz:

[ am a resident in the town of Olive Branch in Alexander County, [llinois. I lived here during the 2011
flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to foltow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in its
establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with oriteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to relieve stress on Jeveos north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in Alexander County,
Tilinois never before flooded. Tam, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition to the U. S. Army
Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”). Not only is the

project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011. Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Illinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come fo assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cuiting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Iilinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and ifs
floodplain, not fewoer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many INinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch; Tilinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, 2 lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have litile impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
., water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. lurge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee. ‘

Sincerely,
CncE S




~ October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38 103-18%4

Dear Mr, Koontz:

[ am a resident in the town of Olive Branch in Alexander County, Illinois. I lived here during the 2011
fiood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in its
establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to relieve siress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of thousands of acres of farmiands and hundreds of homes in Alexander County,
Tlinois never before flooded. Tam, fhercfore, expressing to you my strong opposition to the U. S. Army
Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”). Not only is the
project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars. :

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011, Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Illinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Iilinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical
relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps® delay in 2011 caused gréat
hardship to many Tllinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Tlinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.). Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984, And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

Tn the draft impact statement the Corps has tried fo show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five yoars. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s fiood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. Turge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely,




QOctober 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202 '

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr. Koontz:

[ am a resident in the town of Olive Branch in Alexander County, Illinois. 1 lived here during the 2011
flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in its
establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in Alexander County,
Iilinois never before flooded. L am, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition to the U. S. Army
Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”™). Not only is the
project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax doliars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 201 1. Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Illinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should recoive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue o
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in [llinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical
velief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Tilinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Tliinois. {After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984, And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs fo analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. 1urge the Corps .
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely,




October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engincers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1 894

Dear Mr. Koontz:

I am a resident in the town of Ofive Branch in Alexander County, Illinois. I lived here during the 2011
flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in its
establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to relicve stress on Jevees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in Alexander County,
Tilinois never before flooded. 1am, therefore, expressiiig to you my strong opposition to the U. S. Army
Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”). Not only is the
project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011, Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Tllinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres fo farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be carmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Illinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many 1liinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Tilinois, (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, 2 lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

[n the draft impact statement the Corps has fried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
jevee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years, The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the inorease
i1 water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places nieighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. T urge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely,




October 20,2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Kooniz)

167 North Main Stroet

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr, Koontz: . :

o/ e Brana he

[ am a resident in the town of Oz Branch in Alexander County, Hlinois. I lived here during the 2011
flood when the Corp of Engineers Failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in its
establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in Alexander County,
Tllinois never before flooded. Tam, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition to the U. S. Army
Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”). Not only is the '
project misgnided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
fiooded in 2011. Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Illinois are just as vatuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assuime 4 “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippt River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Illinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and ifs
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical
relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 201 1 caused great
hardship to many Tilinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Tiinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

Tn the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee-project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. 1 urge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely,




[Date]

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr, Koontz: L fpt 110
310 ]gdfh S'i'H’E JC\‘,pr‘uff*o) A }‘Q}(ﬂr()@n,
| live at [street-address]in [eit-r\,&a-ndr/ﬂr‘counw] 0 © -, Minois. lam writing to you to
express my strong opposition to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid
Floodway Levee project (“the project”). The project is a misuse of tax dollars and places in
jeopardy the safety and well-being of neighboring communities, including mine.

Of greatest concern to me is the threat the project poses to my safety and well-being, along
with the safety and well-being of my neighbors. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its
floodplain in Missouri ignores the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the
safety of neighboring communities, including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive granch in litinois, and
paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi River flood of 2011 showed that we need more
connections between the Mississippi River and its floodplain, not fewer. These connections,
which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical relief valves during fioods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to
activate the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011
caused great hardship to many [llinois residents. in 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the
floodway, and the resulting delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Illinois.
(After the floodway was activated in 2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48
hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed that enjoined use of the floodway until April
1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to be called in to quell armed
opposition to the floodway's use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little
impact on flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing
the New Madrid levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study
it carried out on this was completed in 1989. further, that outdated study used a 1950s era
physical model to estimate the increase in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the
project’s flood impacts using a modern maodel with modern data before it places neighboring
communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens 1o put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. lurge
the Corps to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely,




October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Kooniz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr. Kooniz:
CAEO

s in Alexander County, Illinois, Ilived here during the 2011

I am a resident in the town of @
flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in its
establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point; brought about
catastrophic flooding of thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in Alexander County,
Tilinois never before fiooded. I am, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition to the U. S. Army
Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”). Not only is the
project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars. .

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011. Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Iilinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Hlinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical
relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Illinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Illinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water lovels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984,  And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried fo show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. Iurge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee. :

Sincerely,




October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of TEngineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38 103-1894

Dear Mr. Kooniz:

IVFN Aped
1 am a resident in the town of QliveBranch in.A@e*ga%be‘i County, Illinois. 1 lizedl here during the 2011
flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in its
establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to relieve stress on jevees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in Alexander County,
Tllinois never before flooded. am, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition to the U. 5. Armry
Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”). Not only is the

project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
fiooded in 2011. Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Illinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “falsc right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be carmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Illinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need mote connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical
relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood: The Corps® delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Iilinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Tilinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1934, And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. 1 urge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely




October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
~ ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr. Koontz:

[ am a resident in the town of Olive Branch in Alexander County, Illinois. I lived here during the 2011
flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in its
establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for *blowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in Alexander County,
Hlinois never before flooded. 1am, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition to the U. S. Army
Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project™. Not only is the
project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011. Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Illinois are just as vatuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters i1 the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in lilinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its -
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway fo save cormamunities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Illinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Illinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 43 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984, And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights, However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. Iurge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sin



October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Lromd: UderOFL pbtﬂéb&fu C@LM«Q/
ITama resident in rural arca W}A@Wﬁaﬁ@m, Ilinois. [ lived here durirg the 2011
flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Bitds Point Floodway in its
establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in Alexander County,
Tilinois never before flooded. [ am, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition to the U, S. Army
Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Leves project (“the project”). Not only is the
project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

Morte seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopatdy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011, Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Tllinois are just as valuable to our
farimers as are the acres to favmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come fo assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cuiting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Ilinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical
relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many IHinois residents. Tn 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the ‘Hoodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Ilinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
jevee on neighboring communities in almost fwenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase )
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern mode! with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. furge the Corps | T

to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerel

R
|



October 20, 2013
United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)
167 North Main Street . :
Room B-202
Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr. Koontz:

I am a resident in rural area near Olive Branch in Alexander County, Illinois. Ilived here during the 2011
flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in its
establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for “blowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in Alexander County,
{ltinois never before flooded, I am, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition fo the U. S, Army
Corps of Enginecers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”). Not only is the
project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011, Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Illinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Illinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer, These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical
relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Illinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Illinois. {After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjomed use of the floodsvay until April 1984, And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights, However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
comp leted in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model fo estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my netghbo: s in jeopardy. [ urge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely,




October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers

ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street , Y
Room B-202

Memphis, TN 381 03-1894

Dear Mr, Koontz: ) G @/E(ZU . _ﬂ / ’ @

1 am a resident in rural area near OtixeBrmch in Alexander County, [Ilinois. I lived here during the 2011
flood when the Corp of Engineers fiiled to follow the rules established for the Birds Point F joodway in ifs
establishment, The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to relieve siress on lovees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in Alexander County,
Tliinois never before flooded. Tam, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition to the U. S. Army
Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”). Not only is the
project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011, Please recognize that farm land and homes in southerm Tlinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point arca which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Iilinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its

floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which inelude the connection at New Madrid, provide critical
relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship fo many Tiinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sned to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Ulinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a tawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the foodsvay until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have littie impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps aeeds to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern mode! with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Lovee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. [ urge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely,




October 20, 2013
%

United States Army Corps of Engineers

ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street A y
Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr. Koontz: o

Ze//a/ugwj

I am a resident in rural area near Oh relf in Alexander County, Tlinois. T lived here during the 2011
flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in its
establishment, The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in Alexander County,
Tllinois never before flooded. [ am, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition to the U. S. Army

Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the projeet”). Not only is the
project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011, Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Tilinois are just as valuable fo our
farimers as are the acres 10 farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cuiting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Illinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippt River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many [liinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, 1llinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, 2 lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984, And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use. '

[n the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s cra physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels, The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. 1 urge the Corps
to abandon its efforts 10 build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely,




October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers

ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street ‘
Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1 894

Dear Mr, Koontz:

lama resident in rural area near Olive Branch in_Alexander County, [llinois. [ lived here during the 201 1
flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in its
establishment. The Corps® two day delay in complying with oriteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in Alexander County,
[llinois never before flooded. I am, therefore, expressing o you my strong opposition to the U, S. Army
Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”). Not only is the
project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011, Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Tlinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come (o assume 4 “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in lilinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
" floodplain, not fower, These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical
relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 201 1 caused great
hardship to many fitinois residents. In 2011, Missowri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, [flinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, 2 lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1084. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use. '

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-flve years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels, The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using & modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. 1urge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely,




October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers

ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street ”
Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1 894

Dear Mr, Koontz: : &{I /

wipand UE

T am a resident in rural area near ObwrsBTanch in Alexander County, Tllinois. I lived here during the 2011
flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in its
establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to relicve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in Alexander County,
Tilinois never before flooded. Tam, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition to the U. S. Army
Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”). Notonly is the
project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and welil-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011. Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Tilinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers i Southeast Missowri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which confinue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Illinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

velief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Illinois residents, In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Hlinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet i just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to

be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
iy water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern medel with
modern data before it places neighboring commiunities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and ny neighbors in jeopardy. Turge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee. ‘

Sincerely,



October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers

ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street . ’
Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr. Koontz:

T am a resident in rural avea near Olive Branch in_A_lexander County, lllinois. [ lived here during the 2011
flood when the Corp of Engineers tailed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in its
establishment. The Corps’ tWo day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in Alexander County,
Tliinois never before flooded. 1 am, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition to the U. S. Army
Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”). Not only is the
project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, s proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring compiunities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011. Please recognize that farm land and homes in southetn Tilinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assuiie a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the fioodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Diinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and ifs
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which inchude the connection at New Madrid, provide critical
relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 201 1 caused great
hardship to many Ilinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Mlinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, 4 {awsnit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opyosition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show fhat the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
fevee on neighboring communities in almost twonty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Turther, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the incrcase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern mode! with

modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. 1urge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee. o

Sincerely, J



October 20, 2013
*

United States Army Corps of Engineers

ATTN: PM-E (Kooniz)

167 North Main Street ) '
Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr. Koontz:

I am a rosident in rural area near Olive Branch in Alexander County, Illinois. [ lived here during the 2011
flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in its
establishment, The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to reliove stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in Alexander County,
Tilinois never before flooded. 1am, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition to the U. S, Army
Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”). Not only is the
project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm [ands
flooded in 2011, Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Ilinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to contro! flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in 1llinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fower. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical
relief valves during floods,

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Iilinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, IHinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

‘The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. Turge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee. ;

Sincerely,



October 20, 2013
&

United States Army Corps of Engineers

ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street . ’
Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr, Koontz:

I am a resident in rural area near Olive Branch in Alexander County, lfinois. I lived here during the 2011
flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rufes established for the Birds Point Floodway in its
establishment, The Corps® two day delay in complying with eriteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to religve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of thousands of acres of farmiands and hundreds of homes in Alexander County,
[linois never before flooded. Iam, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition to the U. S, Army
Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”). Not only is the
project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
fiooded in 2011, Please recognize that farm {and and homes in southern Ilinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false vight” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Iflinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical
relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Illinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, [llinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had fo
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use. ’

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights, However, the Corps hasn't looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
leves on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern modetl with

modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to putme and my neighbors in jeopardy. [ urge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely,




QOctober 20, 2013
%
United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Kooniz)
167 North Main Street
Room B-202
Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr. Koontz:

I am a resident in rural area near Olive Branch in Alexander County, Illinois. T lived here during the 2011
flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in its
establishment, The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in Alexander County,
[Hinois never before flooded, I am, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition to the U, S. Army
Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”). Not only is the
project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011, Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Illinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection fo the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Illinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical
relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Hlinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Illinois. (Afier the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjomed use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guatd had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use,

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood tmpacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989, Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. I urge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee,

Sincerely,




October 20, 2013
L
United States Army Corps of Engineers
“ATTN: PM-E (Koontz}
167 North Main Street
Room B-202
Memphis, TN 3§103-1 894

Dear Mr. Koontz:

[ am a resident in rural area near Olive Branch in Alexander County, Ilnois. I lived here during the 2011
flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to Toliow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in its
establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to relieve stress on tevees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in Alexander County,
Iliinots never before flooded. Tam, therofore, expressing to you my strong opposition to the U. S. Army
Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”). Not only is the
project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011, Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Hiinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume & “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in [liinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide eritical

relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Iilinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Tilinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 fect in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to

be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statoment the Corps has {ried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
Jevee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
i1, water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. [ urge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerelg



October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr, Koontz:

[ am a resident in rural area near Olive Branch in Alexander County, Illinois. T lived here during the 2011
flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in its
establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in Alexander County,
Tilinois never before flooded. T am, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition to the U. 8. Army
Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”). Not only is the
project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safely and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 201 1. Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Illinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Illinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communitics during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Iinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Hlinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway unti! April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
fovee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989, Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical meodel to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. Turge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely,



Qctober 20, 2013
LY

United States Army Corps of Engineers

ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street ’
Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr. Koontz:

lama resident in rural area near Olive Branch in Alexander County, THinois. Ilived here during the 2011
flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in its
establishment, The Cotps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in Alexander County,
Tilinois never before flooded. Iam, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition to the U, S. Army
Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”). Not only is the

project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy nty safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011. Please recognize that farm jand and homes in southern Illinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as ave the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way, Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
inchuding Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in [llinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide eritical
relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Ilinois residents, T 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Illinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a Jawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984, And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to

be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights, However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s cra physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. [ urge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely,




Qctober 20, 2013
5

United States Army Corps of Engincers

ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street A ”
Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr, Koontz;

I am a resident in rural area near Olive Branch in Alexander County, Illinois. I lived here during the 2011
flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in its
establishment, The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in Alexander County,
1llinois never before flooded. 1 am, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition to the U. S. Army
Corps of Engineers’ pr oposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”). Not only is the
project misguided but it is a gross misuse oftax dollars,

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011, Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Illinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be carmarked as a Flood Way, Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodptain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Illinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and ifs
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical
relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Illinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Illinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 howrs.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984, And before that, in 1937, the National Guaid had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t locked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on nelghbm ing communities in almost twenty-five years, The only study it carried out on this was
compieted in 1989, Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical madel to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. 1urge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee,

Sincerely,



October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers

ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street ;
Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr, Koontz:

I am a resident in rural area near Olive Branch in Alexander County, Tilinois. 1 lived here during the 2011
flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in its
establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in Alexander County,
[llinois never before flooded. 1am, therefore, cxpressing to you my strong opposition to the U. 8. Army
Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”). Not only is the
project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communitics and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011, Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Illinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be carmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River's connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Caivo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Illinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which inctude the connection at New Madrid, provide eritical
relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps® delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many IHlinois residents. n 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, [llinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodwvay until Aprit 1984, And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use. ’

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have fittle impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989, Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. [ urge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee. o

Sincerely



QOctober 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr. Koontz:

I am a resident in rural area near Olive Branch in Alexander County, Illinois, I lived here during the 2011
flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in its
establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in Alexander County,
Hlinois never before flooded. T am, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition to the U. S. Army
Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”). Not only is the
project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011, Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Iflinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Illinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer, These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical
relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Illinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Illinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use, '

In the draff impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989, Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels, The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring comniumnities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. Turge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee. s

Sincerely, ®




October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers

ATTN: PM-E (Koontz}

167 North Main Street . :
Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr, Koontz:

I am & resident in rural area near Olive Branch in Alexander County, Illinois. [ lived here during the 2011
flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in its
establishment, The Corps® two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in Alexander County,
Tilinois never before flooded. I am, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition to the U. 5. Army
Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”). Not only is the
project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being atong with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011, Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Iffinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the actes to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouti ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Tllinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer, These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Ilfinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the fioodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Illinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 foet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use. '

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights, However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989, Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels, The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern mode! with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my nei
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

ghbors in jeopardy. Turge the C

Sincerel



October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr. Koontz:

1 am a resident in rural area near Olive Branch in Alexander County, Nlinois. I lived here during the 2011
flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in its
establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in Alexander County,
Tlinois never before flooded. I am, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition fo the U. S, Army
Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project™). Not only is the
project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011. Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Tlinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be carmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Tlinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical
relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship fo many IHinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Illinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984, And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights, However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years, The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. [ urge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee. e

Sincerely,




QOctober 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers

ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 Notth Main Street ) ‘
Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1 894

Dear Mr, Koontz:

T am a resident in rural area near Olive Branch in Alexander County, Illinois, T lived here during the 2011
flood when the Corp of Engineers failed o follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in its
establishment, The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to relieve stress on [eveos north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in Alexander County,
Tllinois never before flooded. I am, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition to the U. S. Army
Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”). Not only is the

1

project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011. Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Illinois are just as valuable to our
fFarmers as are the acres fo farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to conirol flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its fioodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Illinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more cannections between the Mississippi River and its

floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical
relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway (o save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 201 1 caused great
hardship to many Iilinois restdents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Illinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use. '

In the draft impact statement the Cotps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasi’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s cra physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Leves project threatens to put me and my ne ghbors in jeopardy. 1urge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee. '

Sincerely,



October 20, 2013
LY

United States Army Corps of Engineers

ATTN: PM-E (Koontz}

167 North Main Street _ :
Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1 894

Dear Mr. Koontz:

Jama resident in rural area near Olive Branch in Alexander County, Ilinois. I lived here during the 2011
flood when the Corp of Engineers fatled to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in its
establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in Alexander County,
Tllinois never before flooded. Tam, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition to the U, S. Army
Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Leves project (“the project™), Not only is the
project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011, Please recognize that farm land and homes in southetn Tltinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as arve the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assuine a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continuge to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missourt ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Tlinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical
relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Iilinois residents. In 2011, Missquri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Illinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, 2 jawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use. '

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
tevee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989, Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens {0 pu;[ me and my neighbors in jeopardy. !urge the Cotps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely,




October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers

ATTN: PM-E (Koontz} _

167 North Main Street ‘
Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1 8a4

Dear Mr. Koontz:

[ am a resident in rural area near Olive Branch in_A.Iexander County, Illinois. I lived here during the 2011
flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in its
establishiment, The Corps” two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to relieve stress on fevees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in Alexander County,
IMlinois never before flooded. Tam, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition to the U. S, Army
Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”). Not only is the
project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011, Please recoguize that farm land and homes in southern Tllinois are just as valuable to our
farmets as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume & “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in [llinois, and Paducal in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
fioodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical
relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many [llinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, llinots. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984, And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had fo

be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasi’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels, The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. I urge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely



