COUNTY OF ALEXANDER

Board of Commissioners

2000 Washington Avenue < , Cairo, Illinois 62914

November 18,2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN:PM-E (Koontz)

167 North main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr. Koontz:

I am enclosing letters received in opposition to the New Madrid Floodway Levee
Project from residents of Alexander County, Illinois.

Sincerely,

Chalen Tatum
Alexander County Board Member

Enc



October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr. Koontz:

LI IT
[ am a resident in the town of San in ' Alexander County, Hlinois. [lived here during the 2011 flood
when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in its
establishment. The Corps® two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Leves”
which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of my home along with thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in
Alexander County, Ilinois never before fooded. T am, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition
to the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project™).
Not only is the project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars. '

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011. Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Illinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in IHinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood, The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Illinois residents. Tn 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Illinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, 2 {awsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact staterent the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 19389, Turther, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to esiimate thie increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with

modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to pﬁt me and my neighbors in jeopardy. I urge the Corps
10 abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

nce'rely
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October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Strect

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr. Koontz:

I am a resident in the town of Sandusky in Alexander County, IHinois. I lived here during the 201 1 flood
when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in its
establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Levee”

_ which was established to relieve stress o1 levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of my home along with thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in
Alexander County, Illinois never before flooded. 1am, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition
io the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”).
Notonly is the project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011. Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern 1lfinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres o farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come {o assume a “false tight” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Iilinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps® delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Illinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, IHinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern mode! with '
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. Turge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee. .

Sincerel



October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Mermphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr. Koontz:

1 am a resident in the fown of Sandusky in Alexander County, Illinois. 1 tived here during the 2011 flocd
when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in its
establishment. The Corps’ tw0 day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to relieve stress on {evees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of my home along with thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in
Alexander County, Illinois never before flooded. Iam, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition
to the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”).
Not only is the project misguided buf it is 2 gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011. Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Tliinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmors in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come fo assume a “false right” to control fiood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to

be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Illinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

celief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caunsed great
hardship to many Hlinois residents. Tn 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Tiinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983,2 lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact staternent the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated stndy used a 1950s cra physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with

*

modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. 1 urge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee. .

Sincergs



October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr. Koontz: o

lodogs Pork| Wiy
1 am a resident in the town of Serrdiskyein Alexander County, {ltinois. 1 lived here during the 2011 flood
when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in its
establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of my home along with thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in
Alexander County, Illinois never before flooded. 1 am, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition
to the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project™).

Not only is the project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011, Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Tllinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers ‘n Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false tight” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Illinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

relief vatves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Iliinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, [linois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.} Before that, in 1983, alawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draff impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it catried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

‘The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. T urge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee. .

Sincerel




October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

- Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr. Koontz:

1 am a resident in the town of Sandusky in Alexander County, fllinois. Ilived here during the 2011 flood
when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in its’
establishment. The Corps’ tWO day delay in complying with eriteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to celicve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of my home along with thousands of acres of armlands and hundreds of homes n
Alexander County, Iilinois never before flooded. Tam, therefore, expressing to you my sirong opposition
to the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”).
Not only is the project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars. '

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011. Please recognize that farm tand and homes in southern Tlinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres 10 farmers in Southeast Missourt and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume 4 “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Illinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
Rjver flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fower. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to 5ave communities during the next big fiood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Tllinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, linois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984, And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t tooked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model! to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps aeeds to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. Iurge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely, .



October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engincers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street
Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103- 1894

1
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[ am a resident in the town of Sanghusks: in Alexander County, Tlinois. I lived here during the 2011 flood
when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in its
ostablishment. The Corps” two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to relicve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of my home along with thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of liomes in
Alexander County, Illinois never before flooded. Tam, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition
to the U. S, Army Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”).
Not only is the project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

Dear Mr, Koontz: l

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011. Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Iilinois ate just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come {0 assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point arca which continue to
be carmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Tllinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
fioodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee wilt make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps® delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Tilinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Tilinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984, And hefore that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Turther, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levec project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. Turge the Corps
to abandon its effotts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely,




October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Strect

Room B-202 .

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr. Koontz:

I am a resident in the Hodges Park/Unity community in Alexander County, Illinois. Ilived here during
the 2011 flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point
Floodway in its establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with critetia for “blowing the
Birds Point Levee” which was established to relieve stross on levees north and northeast of that point,
brought about catastrophic flooding of my home along with thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds
of homes in Alexander County, Illinois never before flooded. 1am, therefore, expressing to you my
strong opposition to the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project

(“the project”). Not only is the project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 201 1. Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern [linois are just as valuable to our

farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its {floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in [llinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical
relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
. hardship to many Illinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, linois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a fawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried fo show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase

in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern mode! with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. T urge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely,




‘October 20,2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1 894

Dear Mr. Koontz:

I am a resident in the Hodges Park/Unity community in Alexander County, [llinois. 1 lived here during
the 2011 flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point
Floodway in its establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the
Birds Point Levee” which was established to relieve stress on lovees north and northeast of that point,
brought about catastrophic flooding of my home along with thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds
of homes in Alexander County, Ilinois never before flooded. 1am, therefore, expressing to you my
strong opposition 0 the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project
(“the project”). Not only is the project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011, Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Hllinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come 10 assume 2 “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Illinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the conneciion at New Madrid, provide critical

relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Tllinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Tilinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984, And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to queil armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the drafi impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
Jevee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels, The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with

modern data before it places neighboring cominunities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. Iurge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee. i

Sincerely,



October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr, Koontz:

[ am a resident in the Hodges Park/Unity compunity in Alexander County, Hlinois. Ilived here during
the 2011 flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point
Floodway in its establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the
Birds Point Levee” which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point,
brought about catastrophic flooding of my home along with thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds
of homes in Alexander County, Illinois never before flooded. T am, therefore, expressing to you my
strong opposition to the U. S. Army Corps of Engineets’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project
(“the project”). Not only is the project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011. Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Iilinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Illinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical
relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Illinois residents. Tn 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resuiting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Ilinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to

be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hast’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. Turge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

&

Sincerely,



Qctober 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

- Dear Mr. Koontz:

I am a resident in the Hodges Park/Unity community in Alexander County, Tilinois. I lived here duting
the 2011 flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point
Floodway in its establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the
Birds Point Levee” which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point,
brought about catastrophic flooding of my home along with thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds
of homes in Alexander County, Illinois never before flooded. I am, therefore, expressing to you my
strong opposition to the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project
(“the project™). Not only is the project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011. Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Illinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are {he acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Tiinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficuit to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Illinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, 1llinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
iy water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopard
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

[ urge the Corps

Sincerely,




October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr. Koontz:

I am a resident in the Hodges Park/Unity community in Alexander County, [llinois. I lived here during
the 2011 flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point
Floodway in its establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the
Birds Point Levee” which was established to relieve siress on levees north and northeast of that point,
brought about catastrophic flooding of my home along with thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds
of homes in Alexander County, Illinois never before flooded. I am, therefore, expressing to you my
strong opposition to the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers” proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project
(“the project”). Not only is the project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011. Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Illinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its fleodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in [{linois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical
relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps® delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Illinois residents. Tn 2011, Missouri sued o stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Illinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
. that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984, And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. I urge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.




October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Sireet

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr. Koontz:

I am a resident in the Hodges Park/Unity community in Alexander County, Illinois. I lived here during
the 2011 flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point
Floodway in its establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for *‘blowing the
Birds Point Levee™ which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point,
brought about catastrophic flooding of my home along with thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds
of homes in Alexander County, lllinois never before flooded. Iam, therefore, expressing to you my
strong opposition to the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project
(“the project”). Not only is the project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011. Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Illinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in llinois, and Padncah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical
relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Illinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Illinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. I urge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely g




October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

" 167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr, Koomniz:

I am a resident in the Hodges Park/Unity community in Alexander County, Illinois. I lived here during
the 2011 flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point
Floodway in its establishment. The Cotps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the
Birds Point Levee” which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point,
brought about catastrophic flooding of my home along with thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds
of homes in Alexander County, lllinois never before flooded. Iam, therefore, expressing to you my
strong opposition to the U. 5. Army Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project
{“the project”). Not only is the project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring commiunities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm Jands
flooded in 2011. Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Illinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metrapolis, and Olive Branch in Illinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its

floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical
relief valves during floods.

Purther, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Ilinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Illinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 43 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood jmpacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places nei ghboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. I urge the Corps
1o abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.




October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Meniphis, TN 38103-1 804

Dear Mz, Koontz:

[ am a resident in the Hodges Parl/Unity community in Alexander County, Illinois. I lived here during
the 2011 flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point
Floodway in its establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the
Birds Point Levee” which was ostablished to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point,
brought about catastrophic flooding of my home along with thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds
of homes in Alexander County, Tllinois never before flooded. Tam, therefore, expressing to you my
strong opposition to the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Leves project
(“the project”). Not only is the project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011. Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Tilinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres fo farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters i1 the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Illinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more comnections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps® delay in 2011 caused great '
hardship to many Illinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Ilinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
jevee on neighboring communities :n almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used 2 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communifies in harms way.

The New Madrid LeveeAproject threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. Lurge the Corps
1o abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.




Qctober 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
~ ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)
167 North Main Street
Room B-202
Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr, Koontz:

1 am a resident in the Hodges Park/Unity community in Alexander County, THinois. 1 lived here during
the 2011 flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point
Floodway in its establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the
Birds Point Levee” which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point,
brought about catastrophic fiooding of my home along with thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds
oF homes in Alexander County, Illinois never before flooded. Tam, therefore, expressing to you my

- strong opposition to the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project

(“the project”). Not only is the project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011. Please recognize that farm jand and homes in southern Hlinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Illinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Illinois residents. Tn 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Illinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984, And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to

be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
leves on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a §950s era physica! model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my nieighbors in jeopardy. Turge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerel




October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr. Kooniz:

T am a resident in the Hodges Park/Unity community in Alexander County, Illinois. I lived here during
the 2011 flood when the Corp of Engincers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point
Floodway in its establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the
Birds Point Levee” which was established to relieve stress on lovees north and northeast of that point,
brought about catastrophic flooding of my home along with thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds
of homes in Alexander County, Lilinois never before flooded. 1am, therefore, expressing to you my
strong opposition to the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project

(“the project”). Not only is the project misguided but it is & gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011, Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Iilinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which confinue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the Rivet’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Illinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will malke it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Illinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued o stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, THinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

[n the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacis of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989, Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern mode! with

modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my nei ghbors in jeopardy. [urge the Cotps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely,




October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr, Koontz:

f am a resident in the Hodges Park/Unity community in Alexander County, Tilinois. I lived here during
the 2011 flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point
Floodway in its establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the
Birds Point Levee” which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point,
brought about catastrophic flooding of my home along with thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds
of homes in Alexander County, Illinois never before flooded. 1am, therefore, expressing to you my
strong opposition to the U. §. Army Corps of Enginecrs’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project
(“the project”). Not only is the project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 201 1. Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Illinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which coniinue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in llinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood 0f 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide eritical

relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communitics during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many llinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Illinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, 2 lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984, And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in wator levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communitios in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. [urge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely, g =




October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engmeels
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr. Koontz:

I am a resident in the Hodges Park/Unity community in Alexander County, Illinois, 1 lived here during

~ the 2011 flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point
Floodway in its establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the
Birds Point Levee” which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point,
brought about catastrophic flooding of my home along with thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds
of homes in Alexander County, Illinois never before flooded. I am, therefore, expressing to you my
strong opposition to the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project
(“the project™). Not only is the project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars. _

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of’
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011, Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Illinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Illinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical
relief vaives during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Tlinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Illinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989, Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
. in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid ILevee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. I urge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely




Qctober 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr. Koontz:

[ am a resident in the Hodges Park/Unity community in Alexander County, Itlinois. I lived here during
the 2011 flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point
Floodway in its establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for “blowing the
Birds Point Levee” which was established to relicve stress on levees north and northeast of that point,
brought about catastrophic flooding of my home along with thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds
of homes in Alexander County, Illinois never before flooded. I am, therefore, expressing to you my
strong opposition to the U. S, Army Corps of Engineers” proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project
(“the project”). Not only is the project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011. Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Illinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Illinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Tilinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Otive Branch, Ilinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to

be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked atthe flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communitics in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in hatms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbars in jeopardy. Iurge the Corps -
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely,




October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Kooniz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1 894

Dear Mr. Koontz:

1 am a resident in the Hodges Parl/Unity community in Alexander County, [llinois. I lived here during
the 2011 flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point
Floodway in its establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the
Birds Point Levee” which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point,
brought about catastrophic flooding of my home along with thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds
of homes in Alexander County, Illinois never before flooded. T am, therefore, expressing to you my
strong opposition to the U, $. Army Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project
(“the project”™). Not only is the project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011. Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern 1linois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come o assume 2 “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Caire, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Ulinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These comections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

relicf valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Illinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop usc of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Illinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984 And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

Tn the draft impact statement the Corps has fried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communitics in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989, Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
i water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with

modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. [urge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely,




October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr. Koontz:

I am a resident in the Hodges Park/Unity community in Alexander County, lllinois. 1 lived here during
the 2011 flood when the Corp of Engincers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point
Floodway in its establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the
Birds Point Levee” which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point,
brought about catastrophic flooding of my home along with thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds
of homes in Alexander County, Illinois never before flooded. Iam, therefore, expressing to you my
strong opposition to the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project
(“the project”). Not only is the project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 201 L. Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Iilinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in IHiinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many [Hinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Illinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984, And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern mode! with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. I urge the Corps
1o abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely,




October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr. Kootitz:

I am a resident in the Hodges Park/Unity community in Alexander County, Illinois. I lived here during
the 2011 flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point
Floodway in its establishment. The Corps® two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the
Birds Point Levee” which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point,
brought about catastrophic flooding of my home along with thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds
of homes in Alexander County, Iilinois never before flooded. 1am, therefore, expressing to you my
strong opposition to the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project

(“the project”). Not only is the project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011. Please recoghize that farm land and homes in southern flinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Illinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and iis
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Hlinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Mlinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.} Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have littie impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with

modetn data before it places nei ghboring communities in harms way.

‘The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. Turge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely,




QOctober 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr. Kooniz:

I am a resident in the Hodges Park/Unity community in Alexander County, Illinois. I lived here during
the 2011 flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point
Floodway in its establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the
Birds Point J.evec” which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point,
brought about catastrophic flooding of my home along with thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds
of homes in Alexander County, Hllinois never before flooded. Iam, therefore, expressing to you my
strong opposition to the U. 8. Army Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project
(“the project”). Not only is the project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
fiooded in 201 1. Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Illinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as aro the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Illinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Illinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Iilinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way. :

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. I urge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely,




October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr. Koontz:

1 am a resident in the Hodges Park/Unity community in Alexander County, Ilinois. [ lived here during
the 2011 flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point
Floodway in its establishment, The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the
Rirds Point Levee” which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point,
brought about catastrophic flooding of my home along with thousands of actes of farmlands and hundreds
of homes in Alexander County, Iflinois never before flooded. Tam, therefore, expressing to you my
strong opposition to the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project
(“the project™). Not only is the project misguided but it is a gtoss misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 201 1. Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Tllinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as ate the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Illinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Illinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, IHlinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a Jlawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to

be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. [ urge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerel




October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr. Koontz:

1 am a resident in'the Hodges Park/Unity community in Alexander County, Illinois. I lived here during.
the 2011 flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point
Floodway in its establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the
Birds Point Levee” which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point,
brought about catastrophic flooding of my home along with thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds
of homes in Alexander County, Illinois never before flooded. Iam, therefore, expressing to you my
strong opposition to the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project
(“the project”). Not only is the project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011, Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Illinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to -
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Illinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi ‘
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Iilinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Illinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984, And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has fried to show that the project will have liitle impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989, Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. I urge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee. - e

Sincerely,




October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr. Koontz:

I am a resident in the Hodges Parl/Unity community in Alexander County, Illinois. 1 lived here during
the 2011 flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point
Floodway in its establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the
Birds Point Levee” which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point,
brought about catastrophic flooding of my home along with thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds
of homes in Alexander County, Ilinois never before flooded. 1am, therefore, expressing to you my
strong opposition to the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project
(“the project”). Not only is the project misguided but it is a gross misuse of fax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011. Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Iiinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as ate the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in [llinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Illinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Illinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quetl armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have litle impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it catried out on this was
completed in 1985. Further, that outdated study vsed a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with

modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. lurge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee. ;

Sincerely,




October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr. Koontz:

[ am a resident in the Hodges Park/Unity community in Alexander County, [llinois. I lived here during
the 2011 flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point
Floodway in its establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the
Birds Point Levee” which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point,
brought about catastrophic flooding of my home along with thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds
of homes in Alexander County, Itlinois never before flooded. 1am, therefore, expressing to you my
strong opposition to the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project
(“the project”). Not only is the project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of hi ghly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011. Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Ilfinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as-a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Illinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

relief valves during floods,

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Illinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Illinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. Iurge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely & .




October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz}

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr. Koontz:

I am a resident in the Hodges Park/Unity community in Alexander County, Ilfinois. Ilived here during
the 2011 flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point
Floodway in its establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the
Birds Point Levee” which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point,
brought about catastrophic flooding of my home along with thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds
of homes in Alexander County, Hlinois never before flooded. I am, therefore, expressing (o you my
strong opposition to the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project
(“the project”). Not only is the project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011. Please recognize that farm {and and homes in southern Illinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cuiting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in [llinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid fevee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communitics during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many I1linois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been jmplicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Tiinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
fevee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it catried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1050s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. I urge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee. ,

Sincerely,




QOctober 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr. Koontz:

(LT
1 am a resident in the town of (ét-rrdﬁ?é in Alexander County, Illinois. I lived here during the 2011 flood
when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in its
establishment. The Corps” two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of my home along with thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in
Alexander County, Iltinois never before flooded. I'am, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition
to the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project {“‘the project”).
Not only is the project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011. Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Illincis are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres fo farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in linois, and Paducah in Kentucky, The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Tliinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, THinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way. '

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. Turge the Corps
to abandon its cfforts to build the New Madrid Levee, \




October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr. Koontz: .

LTy
[ am a resident in the town of Sandusky in Alexander County, Minois. I lived here during the 201 1 flood
when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in its
establishment, The Corps’ two day delay in complying with eriteria for ‘hlowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of my home along with thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in
Alexander County, Illinois never before flooded. I am, therefore, expressing fo you my strong opposition
to the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”).
Not only is the project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dolars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011. Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Ilinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres fo farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way, Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safoty of néighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Illinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its

floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical
relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Illinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Tilinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water lovels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, 2 lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984, And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to

be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have fittle impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
leves on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
i water levels, The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way. :

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. 1 urge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely




October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Sireet

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr. Koontz:

I am a resident in the Hodges Park/Unity community in Alexander County, Ilinois. I lived here during
{he 2011 flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point
Floodway in its establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the
Birds Point Levee” which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point,
brought about catastrophic flooding of my home along with thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds
of homes in Alexander County, Illinois never before flooded. 1 am, therefore, expressing to you my
strong opposition to the U. 5. Army Cotps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project
(“the project”). Not only is the project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011. Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Illinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be carmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropotis, and Olive Branch in lllinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Illinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Illinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984, And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has iried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t 1ooked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
leves on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. Iurge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely,




October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Strect

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr. Koontz:

I am a resident in the Hodges Park/Unity community in Alexander County, Itlinois. I lived here during
the 2011 flood when the Corp of Engincers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point
Floodway in its establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the
Birds Point Levee” which was ostablished to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point,
brought about catastrophic flooding of my home along with thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds
of homes in Alexander County, Illinois never before flooded. 1am, therefore, expressing to you my
sirong opposition to the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project

(“the project”). Not only is the project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011, Please recognize that $arm land and homes in southern Hlinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communnities,
inchuding Cairo, Metropotis, and Olive Branch in Illinois, and Paducah- in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need miore connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Iilinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Illinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984, And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to

be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

Tn the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with

modern data before it places net ghboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. Turge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely, §




Qctober 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-18%4

Dear Mr. Koontz:

I am a resident in the Hodges Park/Unity community in Alexander County, Nlinois. I lived here during
the 2011 flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point
Floodway in its establishment. The Corps” fwo day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the
Birds Point Levee” which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point,
brought about catastrophic flooding of my home along with thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds
of homes in Alexander County, Iilinois never before flooded. I am, therefore, expressing to you my
strong opposition to the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project
(“the project”). Not only is the project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 201 1. Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Illinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s conmection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Tilinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more cormections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities duting the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Illinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Iflinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

Tn the draft impact statemint the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. Iurge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely .




October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz}

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr. Koontz:

I am a resident in the town of Sandusky in Alexander County, Illinois. I lived here during the 2011 flood
when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in'its
establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of my home along with thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in
Alexander County, lllinois never before flooded. Iam, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition
to the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project {“the project”).
Not only is the project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 201 1. Please recognize that farm Jand and homes in southern Iilinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection fo the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in [llinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the {loodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Illinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Illinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989, TFurther, that outdated study used a 1930s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places peighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. Turge the Corps
1o abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely, E

ook i




Qctober 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr, Koontz:

[ am a resident in the Hodges Park/Unity community in Alexander County, Illinois. I Hived here during
the 2011 flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point
Floodway in its establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the
Birds Pojnt Levee” which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point,
brought about catastrophic flooding of my home along with thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds
of homes jn Alexander County, Iilinois never before flooded. Iam, therefore, expressing to you my
strong opposition to the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project
(“the project”). Not only is the project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 201 1. Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Illinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to contro! flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communnities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Tllinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Ilinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Illinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And bofore that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use,

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. Iurge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely,




Qctober 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr. Koontz:

1 am a resident in the Hodges Park/Unity community in Alexander County, Illinois. I lived here during
the 2011 flood when the Corp of Engincers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point
Floodway in its establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the
Rirds Point I.evee” which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point,
brought about catastrophic flooding of my home along with thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds
of homes in Alexander County, Illinois never before flooded. Iam, therefore, expressing to you my
strong opposition to the U. 8. Army Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project
(“the project”). Not only is the project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011. Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Hlinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Illinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippt
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Illinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Illinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuil was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to

be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried fo show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a2 modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. I urge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely,




October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr. Koontz;

[ am a resident in the town of Sandusky in Alexander County, [llinois, 1 lived here during the 2011 flood
when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in its
establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to relieve siress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of my home along with thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in
Alexander County, Tllinois never before flooded. Tam, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition
to the U. 8. Army Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”).
Not only is the project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 201 1. Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Illinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Illinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi Riverandits -
floodplain, not fewer, These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Tllinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, [llinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983,a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern mode! with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. Iurge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerel




Qctober 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1 894

Dear Mr. Koontz:

I am a resident in the rural area near Olive Branch in Alexander County, Illinois. 1 lived here during the
2011 flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway
in its establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point
Levee” which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of my home along with thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in
Alexander County, Ilinois never before flooded. 1 am, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition
to the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”).
Not only is the project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communitics and thousands of acres of highly productive farm Jands
flooded in 2011. Please recognize ¢hat farm land and homes in southern Tilinois are just as valuable to out
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false tight” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Iliinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more conpections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps® delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Illinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued o stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, [llinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 houts.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

Tn the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have liitle impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t locked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring commanitics in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. Iurge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

¢ & Sincerely, B




October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr. Koontz:

I am a resident in the rural area near Olive Branch in Alexander County, Ilinois. I lived here during the
2011 flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway
in its establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for “blowing the Birds Point
Levee” which was established to reliove stress on levees north and nostheast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of my home along with thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in
Alexander County, Hlinois never before flooded. Iam, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition
to the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”).
Not only is the project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011. Please recognize that farm land and homes in southemn [llinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from ifs floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Illinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical
relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will malce it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Cotps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Tllinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Tfinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. I urge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely, &1




October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 3 8103-1894

Dear Mr. Koontz:

T am a resident in the rural area near Olive Branch in Alexander County, Tlinois. I lived here during the
2011 flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway
in its establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point
Levee” which was established to relieve stress on Jeveos north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of my home along with thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in
Alexander County, Illinois never before flooded. T am, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition
to the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”).
Not only is the project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011. Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Illinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “faise right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Illinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

relief vatves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Iilinois residents. Tn 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Illinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 fect in just 48 houts.) Before that, in 1983, 2 fawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. Turge the Corps
io abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee. e

Sincerely,




October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1 894

Dear Mr. Koontz:

1 am a resident in the town of Olive Branch in Alexander County, [llinois. 1lived here during the 2011
flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in its
establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for “plowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in Alexander County,
THinois never before flooded. ITam, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition to the U. 8. Army
Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”). Not only is the
project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011, Please recognize that farm {and and homes in southern Illinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Illinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ detay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Illinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Tilinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 43 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to

be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
leves on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years, The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. 1 urge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.




QOctober 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr, Koontz:

[ am a resident in the rural area near Olive Branch in Alexander County, [llinois. Tlived here during the
2011 flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway
in its establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point
Levee” which was established to relieve stress on levees north and nottheast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of my home along with thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in
Alexander County, 1llinois never before flooded. T am, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition
to the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”).
Not only is the project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars,

More scriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safely and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011. Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern I1linois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Iilinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Iilinois residents. fn 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Tilinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
i1y water levels, The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. 1 urge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely,




October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Kooniz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr. Koontz:

[ am a resident in the town of Olive Branch in Alexander County, Illinois. 1 lived here during the 2011
flood when the Corp of Enginecrs failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in its
establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in Alexander County,
Tilinois never before flooded. Tam, therefore, expressing to you my stfong opposition to the U. S. Army
Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project™). Not only is the
project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011. Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Illinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres {0 farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Iilinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its

floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical
relief valves during floods. -

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madtid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Illinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Iilinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a Tawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984, And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. Lurge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

erely,




October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN; PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 3§103-1894

Dear Mr. Koontz:

[ am a resident in the town of Olive Branch in Alexander County, Iilinois. [ lived here during the 2011
flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in its
ostablishment. The Corps” two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to religve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in Alexander County,
Tllinois never before flooded. Tam, therefore, exptressing to you my strong opposition to the U. 8. Army
Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project™). Not only is the

project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011, Please recognize that garm land and homes in southern Illinois are just as valuabie o our
farmets as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Illinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

reljef valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway fo save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Illinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Ilinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, 2 lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984, And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five ycars. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. Iurge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely,




October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memnphis, TN 38103-1 894

Dear Mr. Koontz:

I am a resident in the rural area near Olive Branch in Alexander County, INinois. I lived here during the
2011 flood when the Cotp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway
in its establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for “blowing the Birds Point
1.evee” which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of my home along with thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in
Alexander County, Iilinois never before flooded. [ am, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition
to the U. §. Army Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”).
Not only is the project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011, Please recognize that farm {and and homes in southern [llinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come fo assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be carmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Iilinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floadplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Illinois cesidents. Tn 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Tiinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, n 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984, And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t Jooked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

s in jeopardy. 1 urge the Corps

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbor.
t0 abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee. .

Sincere!l




October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Enginecrs
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1 894

Dear Mr, Koontz:

I am a resident in the town of Olive Branch in Alexander County, Tllinois. T lived here during the 2011
flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in its
establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in Alexander County,
[llinois never before flooded. Iam, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition to the U. 8. Army
Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project™). Not only is the
project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

Maore seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011, Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Tllinois ate just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters ‘n the Birds Point area which continue to
be carmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Ilinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed {hat we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the conmection at New Madrid, provide critical

relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save comrunities during the next big flood. The Corps® delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Illinois residents. Tn 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Tlkinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, 2 lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984, And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

Tn the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. TFurther, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with

modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. lurge the Corps
+o abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely,g




October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr. Koontz:

[ am a resident in rural area near Olive Branch in Alexander County, [ilinois. I lived here during the 2011
flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in its
establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, prought about
catastrophic flooding of thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in Alexander County,
Tllinois never before flooded. 1am, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition to the U. 8. Army
Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”). Not only is the
project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011, Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Illinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come o assume a “fylse right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the impottance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Illinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Illinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Illinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, 2 fawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will bave little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used 2 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. Iurge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely,




Qctober 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr, Koontz:

I am a resident in the town of Olive Branch in Alexander County, Illinois. I lived here during the 2011
flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in its
establishment. The Corps® two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to reliove stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in Alexander County,
[linois never before flooded. Iam, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition to the U. 5. Army
Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”). Not only is the
project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More setiously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 201 1. Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Illinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are {he acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point arca which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Illinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Iilinois residents. Tn 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Illinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway untif April 1984, And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
i water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. Turge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely,

e




[Datel

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr. Kooniz:
Lok (OLLVe TS0z
 live ai [street address] in [city and/or county] iliinois. | am writing to you to
express rny strong opposition to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid
Floodway Levee project {“the project”). The projectisa misuse of tax dollars and places in

jecpardy the safety and well-being of neighboring cpmmunities, including mine.

Of greatest concern to meis the threat the project poses to my safety and well-being, along
with the safety and well-being of my neighbors. Cutting off the Mississippi River from Hs
floodplain in Missourl ignores the imporiance of the River's connection to the floodplain for the
safety of neighboring com munities, including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in HHlinois, arzd
paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi River flood of 2011 showed that we need more
connections between the Mississippi River and its flocdplain, not fewer, These connections,
which inciude the connection at New Madrid, provide criticat relief valves during floods.

rurther, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to
activaie the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011
caused great hardship to many linois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the
floodway, and the resulting delay has been implicated in she flooding of Olive Branch, Hliincis.
{After the fioodway was activated in 2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 '
hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed that enjoined use of the floodway unti Ap‘rii
1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to be called in to quell armed

opposition to the floodway's use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little
impact on flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’'t looked at the flood impacis of constructing
the New Madrid levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study
it carried out on this was completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era
physical model to estimate the increase in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the
project’s flood impacts using a modern model with modern data before it places neighboring

communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens o put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. {urge
the Corps to abandon its efforts to build the New Madiid Levee.

Sincerely,




October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr. Koontz:

T am a resident in the rural area near Olive Branch in Alexander County, Illinois. 1 lived here during the
2011 flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway
in its establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point
Ievee” which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of my home along with thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in
Alexander County, Hlinois never before flooded. Lam, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition
to the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Ievee project (“the project”).
Not only is the project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011. Please recognize that farm Jand and homes in southern I1linois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Rranch in Illinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many IHinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Hlinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoified use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to

be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on

" flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
Jevee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern mode] with
modern data before it places neighboring communpities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. 1urge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee. -

Sincerely,




Qctober 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-18%4

Dear Mr. Koontz:

I am a resident in the rural area near Olive Branch in Alexander County, Illinois. Ilived here during the
2011 flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway
in its cstablishment. The Corps® two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point
Levee” which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in Alexander County,
Tlinois never before flooded. I am, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition to the U. 5. Army
Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”). Not only is the
project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars,

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011, Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Ilfinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cuiting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignares
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Iflinois, and Paducah in Kentucky, The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Illinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, linois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to

be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring cemmunities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. Iurge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely




October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Kooniz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr. Kooniz:

[ am a resident in the rural area near Olive Branch in Alexander County, Tlinois. 1 lived here during the
2011 flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway
in its establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with critetia for “blowing the Birds Point
Levee” which was established to relieve stress on levees north and aortheast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in Alexander County,
{llinois never before flooded. Tam, therefore, expressing to you my sirong opposition to the U. S. Army
Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”). Not only is the
project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm Jands
flooded in 2011. Please recognize that Farm land and homes in southem Tlinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point arca which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Illinois; and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

rolief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save commmunities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Illinois residents. Tn 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Tlinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours,) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to queltl armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. Howevet, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in atmost twenty-five years. The only study it cartied out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1050s era physical model to estimatc the increase
i water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. I urge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee. ‘

Sincerely,




October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Kooniz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr. Koontz:

I am a resident in the rural area near Olive Branch in Alexander County, Itinois. I'lived here during the
2011 flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway
in its establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for “blowing the Birds Point
Levee” which was established to religve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in Alexander County,
Tlinois never before flooded. Iam, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition to the U. 5. Army
Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”). Not only is the
project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars. '

Mote seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011. Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Iilinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communitics,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Tllinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Illinois residents. Tn 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, lliinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels-at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, 2 lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to

be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. 1urge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

. N]
Sincerely,




October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz) '
167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1 894

Dear Mr, Koontz:

I am a resident in the town of Olive Branch in Alexander County, Tlinois. I lived here during the 2011
flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in its
establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in Alexander County,
Tilinois never before flooded. Tam, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition to the U. 8. Army
Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”). Not only is the
project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011, Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Tilinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as arc the acres to farmers in Southeast Missourt and should receive the same respect as those
who have come o assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from iis floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Hlinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewe. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Illinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay bas been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Tlinois. (After the floodway was activated in

2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to

be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the drafl impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact ont
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out ont this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. I urge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.




QOctober 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1 894

Dear Mr. Koontz:

I am a resident in the rural area near Olive Branch in Alexander County, Tllinois. I lived here during the
2011 flood when the Corp of Engineers £ailed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway
in its establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point
Levee” which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of my home along with thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in
Alexander County, Iilinois never before flooded. Iam, therefore, expressing fo you my strong opposition
to the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”).
Not only is the project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011, Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Tilinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood watets in the Birds Point area which continue to
be carmarked as a Flood Way, Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouti ignores
the fmportance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Iliinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fower. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Illinois residents, In 2011, Missouri sued fo stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, IHlinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, 2 fawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984, And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to

be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have tittle impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t fooked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to egstimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with

*

modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. I urge the Corps
4o abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely,




October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1 894

Dear Mr, Koontz:

I am a resident in the cural area near Olive Branch in Alexander County, Iltinois. I tived here during the
2011 flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway
in its establishment, The Corps® two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point

Levee” which was cstablished to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about

catastrophic flooding of my home along with thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in

Alexander County, Illinois never before flooded. 1am, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition
to the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”).

Not only is the project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011. Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern [llinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point arca which continue to
be carmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Iltinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that e need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great '
hardship to many Tilinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been imiplicated in the flooding of Otive Branch, Tllinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984 And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to

be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
fevee on neighboring communities in aimost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. [ urge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely,




Qctober 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Kooniz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr. Koontz:

I am a resident in the rural arca near Olive Branch in Alexander County, Iliinois. Ilived here during the
9011 flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway
in its establishunent, The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point
J.evee” which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of thousands of actes of farmlands and hundreds of homes in Alexander County,
Tlinois never before flooded. I am, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition to the U. 5. Army
Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project™). Not only is the
project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being atong with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011, Please recognize that farm jand and homes in southern Illinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue o
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in [llinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more corinections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constracting the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Illinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Illinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to

be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water Jevels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. Iurge the Corps
to abandon its offorts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely,




October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr. Koontz:

I am a resident in the rural area near Olive Branch in Alexander County, Illinois. I lived here during the
9011 flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway
in its establishment, The Corps’ two day delay in complying with eriteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point
Levee” which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in Alexander County,
Illinois never before flooded. 1am, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition to the U, S. Army
Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”). Not only is the
project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in j eopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring commiunities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011. Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern [llinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point arca which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Iltinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Illinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Tilinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

Tn the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn't looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. [urge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely,




October 20, 2013

United States Army Cotps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Strect

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr, Koontz:

I am a resident in the rural arca near Olive Branch in Alexander County, 1llinois. I Jived here during the
2011 flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway
in its establishment, The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point
Levee” which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in Alexander County,
Tllinois never before flooded. Tam, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition to the U. S. Army
Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”). Not only is the
project misgnided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011. Please recognize that farm tand and homes in southern Illinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers i Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue fo
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Illinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid fevee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Illinois residents. Tn 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Iiinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, 2 lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to.

be called in to quel! armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has {ried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Cotps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model fo estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put mo and my neighbors in jeopardy. Iurge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee. s




October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATIN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1 894

Dear Mr. Koontz:

I am a resident in the town of Olive Branch in Alexander County, Ilinois. 1lived here during the 2011
flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in its
establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with oriteria for “blowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in Alexander County,
Tllinois never before flooded. am, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition to the U. S, Army
Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project™). Not only is the

project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011. Please recognize that farm 1and and homes in southern Illinois are just as vatuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
inchuding Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Iliinois, and Paducal in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big floed. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Illinois residents. Tn 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Tllinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to

be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights, However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it catried out on this was
completed in 1989. Turther, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring commniunities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. 1urge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

S incerely’ R T .;1.-




October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 3 $103-1894

Dear Mr, Koontz:

I am a resident in the rural arca near Olive Branch in Alexander County, [llinois. I tived here during the
2011 flood when the Corp of Engineers fuiled to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway
in its establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for “blowing the Birds Point
Ievee” which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in Alexander County,
Tllinois never before flooded. Iam, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition to the U. S. Army
Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”). Not only is the
project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011, Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Tlinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters  the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s conneciion to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Iilinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid Jevee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Illinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Tllinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, 2 lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to

be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s eva physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with

modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. [ urge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee. -

Sincerely, E




Qctober 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz) :
167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1 894

Dear M. Koontz:

I am a resident in the rural area near Olive Branch in Alexander County, Ilinois. 1lived here during the
2011 flood when the Corp of Engineers fatled to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway
in its establishment, The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point
Levee” which was established to telieve stross on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in Alexander County,
Illinois never before flooded. Iam, therefore, expressing to you niy strong opposition to the U. 8. Army
Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”). Not only is the
project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

Mote seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same peighboring communilies and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011. Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Tlinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the actes to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Iilinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Hlinois residents, In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Iilinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours,) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had fo
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use. :

Tn the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
- levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. urge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee. i

Sincerély,




October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr. Koontz:

T am a resident in the town of Olive Branch in Alexander County, Ilinois. Ilived here during the 2011
flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in its
establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in Alexander County,
[llinois never before flooded. 1am, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition to the U. 8. Army
Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”). Not only is the
project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dolars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011. Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Tllinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the actes to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assuine a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Iilinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its

floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide eritical
relief vatves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps® delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Illinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Tlinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984 And before that, in 1937, the National Guard bad to

be called in to quelt armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

Tn the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t Tooked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical modet to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modert model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put e and my neighbors in jeopardy. 1urge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely, g8




October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr, Kooniz:

T am a resident in the town of Olive Branch in Alexander County, [llinois. 1 lived here during the 2011
flood when the Corp of Engineers tailed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in its
establishment, The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in Alexander County,
Tilinois never before flooded. 1am, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition to the U, §. Army
Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project™). Not only is the
project misgnided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being atong with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011. Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Ilinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Ilfinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

relief valves during floods,

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Illinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Illinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, 2 lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984, And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to

be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 10505 era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood jmpacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communitics in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. I urge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee. i

Sincercly, ia
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Momphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr. Koontz:

[ am a resident in the rural area neat Olive Branch in Alexander County, lllinois. I lived here during the
2011 flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway
i1 its establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point
Levee” which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of my home along with thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in
Alexander County, Illinois never before flooded. Tam, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition
to the U, S. Army Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”).
Not only is the project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safoty and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011. Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Hlinois are just as valuable to our
farmers.as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false tight” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in [llinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hatdship to many Illinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Tllinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Befote that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984, And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
lovee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was

completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase

in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. I urge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely,
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Dear Mr. Koontz:

I am a resident in the rural area near Otive Branch in Alexander County, Tlinois. I lived here during the
2011 flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway
i1 its establishment, The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point
Levee” which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of my home along with thousands of actes of farmlands and hundreds of homes in
Alexander County, Illinois never before flooded. 1 am, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition
to the U, S. Army Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”).
Not only is the project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

Mote seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011, Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Tiinois are just as valnable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Illinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

relicf valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big fiood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
 hardship to many Illinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting

delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Illinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Refore that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to

be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
“levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. TFurther, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and ny neighbors in jeopardy. 1urge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely




October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz}

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr, Koontz:

I am a resident in the town of Olive Branch in Alexander County, Hlinois. 1 lived here during the 2011
flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in its
establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to relieve stress on fevees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in Alexander County,
Tllinois never before flooded. 1am, therefore, exptessing to you my strong opposition to the U. S. Army
Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway I.evee project (“the project”™). Not only is the
project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011, Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Tilinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to confrol flood watets in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouti ignores
the importance of the River’s cormection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Illinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Illinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Illinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to

be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway's use.

In the draft impact statement the Coips has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels, The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopa 1 urge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee. e : ;

Sincerely,_




October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1 894

Dear Mr. Koontz:

I am a resident in the rural arca near Olive Branch in Alexander County, Illinois. I lived here during the
2011 flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway
i its establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point
Levee” which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of ihousands of actes of farmlands and hundreds of homes in Alexander County,
Tllinois never before flooded. Iam, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition to the U. S. Army
Corps of Bngineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”). Not only is the
project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

Maore seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011, Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Tllinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as ave the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a «false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Iltinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more cormections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many ilinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Tllinois. {After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours,) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to

be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
fevee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. [urge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee. ‘

_Sincerely,




October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr. Koontz:

[ am a resident in the town of Olive Branch in Alexander County, Ilfinois. 1 lived here during the 2011
flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in its
establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to relieve stross on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in Alexander County,
Tllinois never before flooded. Tam, therefore, expressing to you my strong apposition to the U. 3. Army
Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”), Not only is the
project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011, Please recognize that farm land and homes in southemn [llinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume & “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point arca which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Rranch in Tllinois, and Paducah in Rentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
" the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many [llinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Tinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours,) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984 And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to

be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn't looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1985. Turther, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. 1urge the Cotps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely, i



QOctober 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)
167 North Main Street
_ Room B-202
Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr. Koontz:

I am a resident in the rural arca near Olive Branch in Alexander County, Illinois. I lived here during the
2011 flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway
in its establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point
Levee” which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in Alexander County,
Tllinois never before flooded. I am, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition to the U. S. Army
Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”). Not only is the
project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 201 1. Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern [linois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Hlinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi

River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Illinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resuiting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Tllinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours,) Before that, in 1983, 2 lawsuit was tiled
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to

be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated stady used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. 1urge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee. _

Sincere




October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr. Koontz:

1 am a resident in the rural area near Olive Branch in Alexander County, Illinois. I lived here during the
2011 flood when the Corp of Engincers fatled to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway
in its establishment, The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point
Levee” which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of thousands of actes of farmlands and hundreds of homes in Alexander County,
Iilinois never before flooded. [am, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition to the U. 8. Army
Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”). Not only is the
project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars,

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm Jands
flooded in 2011, Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Tllinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Soufheast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way, Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River's connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in [llinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Iilinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Illinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a fawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to

be called in to quell armed opposition {0 the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasa’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years, The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase

in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. Lurge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely,




Qctober 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Kooniz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr. Koontz:

I am a resident in the town of Olive Branch in Alexander County, Tllinois. Ilived here during the 2011
flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in its
establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in Alexander County,
Tllinois never before flooded. Iam, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition to the U. S. Army
Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”). Not only is the
project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011. Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Illinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Tilinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult o activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Ilinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Iilinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984, And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to

be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
i water levels, The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Tevee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. Iurge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely,




October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Strect

Room B-202 .

Memphis, TN 38103-1394

Dear Mr. Kooniz:

I am a resident in the rural area near Olive Branch in Alexander County, llinois. Ilived here during the
7011 flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway
1 its establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point
Levee” which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of thovsands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in Alexander County,
Illinois never before flooded. I am, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition to the U. S. Army
Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”). Not only is the
project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars, -

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011. Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Tllinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be carmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Tllinois, and Paducah in Kentucky, The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide eritical

relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Illinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Illinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a tawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have liftle impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
Jevee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model fo estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. I urge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely,




October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr. Kooniz:

I am a resident in the town of Olive Branch in Alexander County, Illinois. 1 lived here during the 2011
flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in its
ostablishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in-Alexander County,
Tllinois never before flooded. Iam, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition to the U. S. Army
Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”). Not only is the
project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011, Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Tlinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Qoutheast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Illinois, and Paducah in Kenfucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Tllinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been jmplicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Illinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 43 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984, And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to

be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

Tn the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have liitle impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
jevee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harins way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. [urge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely,




QOctober 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz}

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr. Kooniz:

[ am a resident in the rural area near Olive Branch in Alexander County, Illinois. 1 lived here during the
2011 flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway
i1 its establishment, The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point
[Levee” which was established to relieve stress on Jovees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in Alexander County,
Tllinois never before flooded. 1am, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition to the U. 5. Army
Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project {“the project”). Not only is the
project misgnided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars,

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
fooded in 2011. Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Iilinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Illinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communitics during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Ilinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Ilinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours,) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to

be called in to quel! armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

Tn the draft impact statement the Cotps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Futther, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopa:r&ly. I urge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely,
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United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr, Koontz:

I am a resident in the rural area near Olive Branch in Alexander County, Tllinois. I lived here during the
2011 flood when the Corp of Bngineers failed to follow the Tules established for the Birds Point Floodway
in its establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point
Levee” which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of my home along with thousands of actes of farmlands and hundreds of homes in
Alexander County, Iilinois never before flooded. T am, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition
to the U. S. Army Corps of Engineets’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”).
Not only is the project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011. Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Ilinois are just as valuable to our
farmets as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood watets in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Tilinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great '
hardship to many Illinois residents. Tn 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Titinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to

be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights, However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. Turge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely,




Qctober 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Kooniz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202 ‘

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr, Kooﬁtzz

[ am a resident in the town of Olive Branch in Alexander County, Illinois. 1lived here during the 2011
flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in its
establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in Alexander County,
Iilinois never before flooded. Iam, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition to the U. S, Army
Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”). Not only is the
project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011, Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Illinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Tllinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more conncotions between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that construeting the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Hlinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Illinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to

be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

Tn the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical modetl to estimate the increase
i1 water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. Turge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee. :

Sincerely,




October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr. Koontz:

I am a resident in the rural area near Olive Branch in Alexander County, Iilinois. Ilived here during the
2011 flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway
in its establishment, The Corps’ twa day delay in complying with eriteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point
Levee” which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of my home along with thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes
Alexander County, Illinois never before flooded. I .am, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition
to the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”).
Not only is the project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011, Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Illinois are just as valuable fo our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores

" the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Illinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Tllinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued fo stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Illinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984, And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to

be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. -Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels, The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. Iurge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely qussuss




October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr. Koontz:

[ am a resident in the rural area near Olive Branch in Alexander County, Iflinois, Ilived here during the
1011 flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway
in its establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for “blowing the Birds Point
Levee” which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in Alexander County,
Tlinois never before flooded. 1am, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition to the U, S. Army
Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”). Not only is the
project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011, Please recognize that farm jand and homes in southern Illinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point arca which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Illinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its

floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide eritical
relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communitics during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Illinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Illinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to

be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

Tn the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical modet to estimate the increase

in water lovels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. 1 urge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely




pad 724 o7
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United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN; PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr. Koontz:

I am a resident in the rural area near Olive Branch in Alexander County, Iliinois. I lived here during the
2011 flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway
i1 its establishment, The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point
Levee” which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, bronght about
catastrophic flooding of my. home along with thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in
Alexander County, Iilinois never before flooded. Tam, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition
to the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”).
Not only is the project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well:being along with that of
many of the same neighb oring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011, Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Illinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in llinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Illinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Illinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours)) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to

be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights, However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. “Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. Iurge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee. :

Sincerely,




Qctober 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr, Koontz:

] am a resident in the rural area near Otive Branch in Alexander County, Illinois. Ilived here during the
2011 flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway
in its establishment. The Corps” two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point
Tevee” which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in Alexander County,
IHlinois never before flooded. Iam, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition to the U. §. Army
Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”). Not only is the
project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars,

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011, Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern T!linois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control fiood waters in the Birds Point area which continue fo
be carmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippt River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s comnection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Illinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Illinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Itlinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, 2 lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to

be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels, The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way. '

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. I urge the Cotps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerel
et
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United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr. Kootz

I am a resident in the rural area near Olive Branch in Alexander County, Illinois. 1 lived here during the
2011 flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway
in its establishment. The Corps’ iwo day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point
Levee” which was established to relieve siress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of my home along with thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in
Alexander County, Illinois never before flooded. T am, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition
to the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”).

o®

Not only is the project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being atong with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011, Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Ilfinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Illinois, and Paducah in Kentucky, The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Illinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, ltinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just A8 hours,) Before that, in 1983, 2 lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to

be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that cutdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern mode! with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. Turge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely,
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United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr, Koontz:

T am a resident in the rural area near Olive Branch in Alexander County, Ilfinois. Ilived here during the
2011 flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway
i1 its establishment, The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point
Levee” which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of my home along with thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in
Alexander County, Illinois never before flooded. 1am, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition
to the U, S. Army Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”).

Not only is the project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars,

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 201 1, Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern THinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
incliding Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Illinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and ifs
floodplain, not fewer, These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Cotips’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Illinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Illinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to

be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989, Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. Turge the Corps
10 abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Leves.

Sincerely,




October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr. Koontz:

I am a resident in the town of Olive Branch in Alexander County, [linois. Ilived here during the 2011
flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in its
establishment, The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in Alexander County,
Tilinois never before flooded. Iam, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition to the U, 8. Army
Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”). Not only is the
project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 201 1. Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Tilinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in 1llinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Illinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Tllinois. {After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984, And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to

be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights, However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase

in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. I urge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely,




October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr, Xoontz:

T am a resident in the town of Olive Branch in Alexander County, Ilinois. I lived here during the 2011
flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in its
establishment, The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in Alexander County,
Tlinois never before flooded. Iam, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition to the U. 8. Army
Corps of Engincers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”). Not only is the
project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011, Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Mlinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Illinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Itlinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Illinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water lovels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to

be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
Jevee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-{ive years, The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. Iurge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely




October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr. Koontz:

I am a resident in the rural area near Olive Branch in Alexander County, Illinois. 1 lived here during the
2011 flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway
in its establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point
Levee” which was established to relisve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in Alexander County,
Tllinois never before flooded. Iam, therefors, expressing to you my strong opposition to the U, S. Army
Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project™). Not only is the
project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dolars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011. Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Illinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Illinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the-next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Illinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Illinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, wader levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours,) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to

bo called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

Tn the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase

in water levels. ‘The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. [urge the Coips
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely,




October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr, Koontz:

[ am 2 resident in the rural area near Olive Branch in Alexander County, Illinois. I lived here during the
2011 flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the tules established for the Birds Point Floodway
in its establishment, The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point
Levee” which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in Alexander County,
Illinois never before flooded. T am, therefore, expressing fo you my strong opposition to the U. 5. Army
Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”). Not only is the
project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011. Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Tllinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Tlinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide eritical

relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood, The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Illinois residents. Tn 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Illinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984, And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to

be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years, The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989, Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using 2 modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. Turge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely,
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United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1 894

Dear Mr. Koontz:

[ am a resident in the rural area near Olive Branch in Alexander County, IHinois. Ilived here during the
2011 flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway
in its establishment, The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point
Levee” which was established to reliove stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of my home along with thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in
Alexander County, Illinois never before flooded. 1am, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition

to the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”).
Not only is the project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011. Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Illinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “falso tight” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Illinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Illinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued fo stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Illinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, 2 lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to

be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
{evee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989 Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with

modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. Iurge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee. —_—

Sincerely,




Qctober 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr, Koontz:

] am a resident in the rural area near Olive Branch in Alexander County, Itlinois. Ilived here during the
2011 flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway
in ifs establishment, The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point

I evee” which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of thousands of acres of farm]ands and hundreds of homes in Alexander County,
Tlinois never before flooded. 1am, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition to the U. S, Army
Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project™). Not only is the
project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011. Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern [llinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be carmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Illinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer, These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Hlinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Illinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours) Before that, in 1983, 2 lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984, And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to

be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Cotps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on .
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t {ooked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
Jevee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it catried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. Iurge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.
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United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr. Koontz:

I am a resident in the rural area near Olive Branch in Alexander County, Illinois. I lived here during the
2011 flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway
in its establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point
Levee” which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of thousands of acres of farmiands and hundreds of homes in Alexander County,
Tllinois never before flooded. am, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition to the U. 5. Army
Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”). Not only is the
project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars,

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being atong with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011, Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Iilinois are just as valuable to our
fFarmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way, Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Rranch in Iilinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many [llinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, [llinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway untif April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to

be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern mode! with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. Lurge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerel




October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Kooniz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr, Koontz:

I am a resident in the rural area near Olive Branch in Alexander County, Hllinois. I lived here during the
2011 flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway
in its establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point
Levee” which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in Alexander County,
Tilinois never before flooded. I am, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition to the U. S. Army
Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”), Not only is the
project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars,

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011, Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Tllinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Tilinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical.

relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hatdship to many Illinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Illinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984, And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Cotps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it cartied out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using 2 modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Leves project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. 1urge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely,




Qciober 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Xoontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr. Koontz:

I am a resident in the rural area near Olive Branch in Alexander County, Illinois. 1lived here during the
2011 flood when the Corp of Engincers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway
in its establishment, The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point
Levee” which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of my home along with thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in
Alexander County, Illinois never before flooded. Iam, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition
to the U, S. Army Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”™),
Not only is the project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011. Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Illinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignotes
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in [llinois, and Paducah in Kentucky., The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its .
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

relief valves during floods,

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ defay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Illinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, IHlinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours,) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to

be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. Iowever, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. Turge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

. incerei ;




QOctober 20, 2013 -

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Kooniz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr. Koontz:

I am a resident in the rural area near Olive Branch in Alexander County, Iilinois. I lived here during the
2011 flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway
in its establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point
Levee” which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding of my home along with thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in
Alexander County, Illinois never before flooded. 1am, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition
to the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”).
Not only is the project misguided but it is.a gross misnse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011, Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Illinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the Rivet’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Iilinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that e need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer, These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many I{linois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Illinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984, And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to

be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

I the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. -Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. [urge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee. g

Sincerely,




October 20, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear M, Koontz:

I am a resident in the town of Olive Branch in Alexander County, Itlinois. Ilived here during the 2011
flood when the Corp of Engincers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in its
establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to relieve stress on fevees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catasirophic flooding of thousands of acres of farmlands and hundreds of homes in Alexander County,
Tllinois never before flooded. 1am, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition to the U. 8. Army
Corps of Engincers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”). Not only is the
project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, places in jeopardy my safety and well-being along with that of
many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm lands
flooded in 2011. Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Illinois are just as valuable to our
farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as those
who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point arca which continue to
be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in Missouri ignores
the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring communities,
including Cairo, Metropolis, and Otive Branch in Iilinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The Mississippi
River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River and its
floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide critical

relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Jllinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Llinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984, And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to

be called in to quell armed oppesition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989, Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. Iurge the Corps
1o abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely,




November , 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr. Koontz:

Fam a resident of Cairo, llinois located in Alexander County. 1lived here during the 2011 flood when
the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in ils
establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding. 1 am, therefore, expressing to you my sfrong opposition to the U. S. Army Corps
of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”). Not only is the project
misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars,

More seriously, this project, as proposed, continues to place in jeopardy my safety and well-being along
with that of many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm
lands flooded in 201 1. Please recognize that farin land and homes in southern llinois are just as valuable
to our farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as
those who have come to assume a “false right” to contro! flood waters in the Birds Point area which
continue to be earmarked as a Flood Way. Culting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in
Missouri ignores the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring
communities, including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Ithinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The
Mississippi River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River
and its floodplain, not fewer, These connections, which include the connection al New Madrid, provide
critical relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Illinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floadway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Illinois, {(After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water tevels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. 1urge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee. '

Sincerely,




November /5, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr. Koontz!

| am a business owner in Alexander County, [ltinois. My business was affected during the 2011 flood
when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in its
cstablishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was estabiished to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding to my business. Southern Hlinois University of Carbondale reported approxinately
64 farm structures, 215 residential structures. and 15 Commercial structures were affected by the Fooding
in 2011 with an average depth in most structures of 210 3 feel. 1am, therefore, expressing to you my
strong opposition to the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project
(*“the project”). Not only is the project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, continues to place in jeopardy my safety and well-being along
with that of many of the same neighboring communitics and thousands of acres of highly productive farm
lands flooded in 2011, Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern [linois are just as valuable
to our farmers as are the acres to farmers ih Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as
those who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which
continue to be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in
Missouri ignores the imporfance of the River's connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring
communities, including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in IHinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The
Mississippi River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River
and its floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide

critical retief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid ievee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many I{linois residents. {n 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, 1linois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984, And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be catled in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tricd to show that the project will have liltle impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t fooked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in afmost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989, Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. Iurge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee. ;

Sincerel




MNovember &J, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Strect

Room B3-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1394

Dear Mr. Koontz:

1 am a resident of Olive Branch, Hlinois located in Alexander County. I lived here during the 2011 Aood
when the Corp of Engincers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in its
establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to relicve stress on levees north and northeast of that point. brought about
catastrophic flooding, 1 am, therefore, expressing to you my strong, opposition to the U. 8. Army Corps
of Eneincers’ proposed New Madrid F loodway Levee project {“the project”™). Notonly is the project
misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dotlars.

More seriousty, this project, as proposed, continues Lo place in jeopardy my safely and weil-being along
with that of many of the same ncighboring communitics and thousands of acres of highly productive [arm
lands flooded in 2011, Pleasc recognize that farm land and homes in southern Illinois arc just as vajuable
1o our farmers as arc the acres to farmers in Southeast Missourt and should receive the same respect as
(hose who have come Lo assume a “false right” to control fiood waters in the Birds Point area which
continue Lo be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in
Missouri ignores the importance of the River’s connection to the foodplain for the safety of neighboring
communitics, including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in llinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The
Mississippi River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River
and its floodplain, not fewer, These conneelions, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide
critical relief valves during floods.

turther, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difTicult (o activaie
the [Toodway o save communities during the next big Mood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Illinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sucd to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, lliinois. (Aller the Noodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was fiied
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984, And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be calied in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried Lo show that the project will have littic impact on
flood heights. ilowever, ihe Corps hasn’( looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-1ive years, The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989, Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs Lo analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. 1urge the Corps
10 abandon its efforts o build the New Madrid Levee. : .

Sincercly."




November /8 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr. Koontz:

[ am a resident of Cairo, Hlinois located in Alexander County. Tlived here during the 2011 flood when
the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in its
establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding. Tam, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition to the U. S, Army Corps
of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”). Not only is the project
misguided but it is a gross-misuse of tax dollars. :

More seriously, this project, as proposed, continues to place in jeopardy my safety and well-being along
with that of many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm
lands flooded in 2011. Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Iilinois are just as valuable
to our farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as
those who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which
continue to be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in
Missouri ignores the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring
communities, including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in [llinois, and Paducah in Kentucky., The
Mississippi River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River
and its floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide

critical relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Illinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Illinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989, Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. Iurge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee,

Sincerel




November / %2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr. Kooniz:

Y am a farmer in the Olive Branch, L area of Alexander County, Iilinois. Tlived here during the 2011
flood when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in its
establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding to my farm. The Alexander-Pulaski Farm Service Agency had reported
approximately 20,771 acres of farmland was not planted in 2011 in Alexander County due to the delay in
blowing of the Birds Point Levee. My farm was just one of many local farms that had no crops planted
during the year 2011, Tam, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition to the U. 5. Army Corps
of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”). Not only is the project
misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, continues to place in jeopardy my safety and well-being along
with that of many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm
lands flooded in 2011. Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Iilinois are just as valuable
to our farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as
those who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which
continue to be carmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in
Missouri ignores the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring
communities, including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in {llinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The
Mississippi River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River
and its floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide
critical relief valves during floods. :

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Illinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Illinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a {awsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had fo
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989, Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. Iurge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely,




/4 2013

November

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Mcmphis, TN 38103-18%4

Dear Mr, Koontz:

1 am a resident of Olive Branch, Tllinois located in Alexander County. Tlived here during the 2011 flood
when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in its
cstablishment, The Corps’ two day delay in complying with eriteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to relicve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding.  Tam, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition to the U. 8. Army Corps
of Engineers® proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project™. Not only is the project
misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, continues to place in jeopardy my safety and well-being along
with that of many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm
fands Mooded in 2011, Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Hiinois are just as valuable
{0 our Farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as
those who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which
continue to be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodpiain in
Missouri ignores the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring
communities, including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Illinois, and Paducah in Keatucky. The
Mississippi River flood of 2011 showed that we nced more connections between the Mississippi River
and its floadplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide
critical relief valves during floods. '

Fusther, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many [llinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resuiting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, {llinois. (After the ficodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours,) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the drafl impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical inodel to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. [ urge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely,




November /%2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Roam B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr. Koontz:

[ am a resident of Olive Branch, Illinois located in Alexander County. 1 iived here during the 2011 flood
when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in its
cstablishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding. I am, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition to the U. 8. Army Corps
of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project™). Not only is the project
misguided but it is a gross misuse of fax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, continues to place in jeopardy my safety and well-being along
with that of many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm
lands flooded in 201 1. Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern [flinois are just as valuable
1o our Farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as
those who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which
continue to be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in
Missouri ignores the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring
communities, including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in [Hinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The
Mississippi River flood of 2011 showed that we need more conmections between the Mississippi River
and its floodpiain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide
critical relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult fo activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused greal
hardship to many [llinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resuliing
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Hlinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, & lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway untii April 1984, And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to

be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have littic impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989, Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels, The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
madern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. | urge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely,




November / . 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E {(Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B3-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr. Koontz:

| am a resident of Olive Branch, IHinois located in Alexander County. 1lived here during the 2011 flood
when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in its
establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding. I am, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition to the U. 8. Army Corps
of Engincers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project™). Not only is the project
misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars. '

More seriously, this project, as proposed, continues to place in jeopardy my safety and well-being along
with that of many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm
lands flooded in 2011, Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern [llinois are just as valuable
to our Farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as
those who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which
continue to be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in
Missouri ignores the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring
communities, including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in {llinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The
Mississippi River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River
and its floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide

critical relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. T he Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Hlinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Hlinois. (After the Mloodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuil was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984, And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be catled in to quelt armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years, The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. I urge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely,




November /Lf_ 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Kooniz)

167 North Main Street

Room B3-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr. Koonts:

[ am a resident of Olive Branch, liinois located in Alexander County. | lived here during the 2011 flood
when the Corp of Engincers failed to follow the rules cstablished for the Birds Peint Floodway in its
establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to relicve stress on levees north and northeast of that point. brought about
catastrophic flonding. 1 am, thercfore, expressing to you ny strong_opposition (o the U. S, Army Corps
of ingincers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”). Not only is the project
misguided but it is a gross misuse of lax dollars,

More seriousty, this project. as proposed, continues to place in jeopardy my safcty and well-being along
with that of many of the same neighboring communitics and thousands of acres of highly productive farm
lands (ooded in 2011, Pleasc recognize that farm land and homes in southern 1llinois arc just as valuable
(0 our farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect s
ihose who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point arca which
continue to be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in
Missouri ignores the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring
communitics, including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in [linois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The
Mississippi River flood of 2011 showed thal we need more conneclions between the Mississippi River
and its floodplain, not fewer. These cannections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide

eritical reliel valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid fevee will make it more difficult to activate
the Moodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many lllinois residents. n 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the flocdway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Hlinais. (After the {lopdway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was (iled
that enjoined use ol the floodway until April 1984, And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had 1o
be called in to quelt armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project witl have little impact on
llood heights. 1lowever, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989, Further, that ouldated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacls using a medern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. I'urge the Corps
1o abandon its elTorts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely,




November _i‘_f_, 2013

United Stales Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-13 (Koontz)

167 Norlh Main Street

Room 3-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr. Koontlz:

] am a resident of Oiive Branch, liinois located in Alexander County. 1 lived here during the 2011 flood
when Lhe Corp of Engincers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in its
ostablishment. The Corps® two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to relicve stress on levees north and northeast of that peint. brought about
catastrophic {looding.  Tam, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition to the U. S. Army Corps
of ingincers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee preject (“the project™. Not only is the project
misguided but it is a pross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, continucs o place in jeopardy my safely and well-being aleng
with that of many of the same ncighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm
lands {looded in 2014 1. Pleasc recognize that farm land and homes in southern Illincis are just as valuable
16 our Farmers as are the acres to fanmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as
(hose who have come Lo assumc a “false right”” o control flood waters in the Birds Point area which
continue Lo be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in
Missouri ignores the importance of the River's connection to the floodplain for the safely of neighboring
communities, including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in 1llinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The
Mississippi River flood of 2011 chowed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River
and its floodptain, not fewer. These coninections, which include the connection al New Madrid, provide
critical refief valves during floods.

rurther. history shows that constructing {he New Madsid levee will make it more difficult to activale
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ defay in 2011 caused greal
hardship to many lllinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the fooding of Olive Branch, Ilinois. (Afier the ltoodway was activaled in
2011, water tevels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984, And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in Lo quell armed opposition 1o the floodway’s use,

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried o show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn't looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communitics in almost twenty-Tive years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989, Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
i water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communitics in harms way.

‘The New Madrid Levee project threatens o put me and my ncighbors in jeopardy. Iurge the Corps
10 abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely,




November /i 2013

United States Army Corps of Enginecrs
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz}

167 Norih Main Street

Room B-202

Miemphis, FN 38103-1894

Dear Mr, Koontlz:

1 am a resident of Olive Branch, lllinois located in Alexander County. Tlived here during the 2011 flood
when the Corp of Engincers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in its
cstablishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought aboul
catastrophic [ooding.  [am, thercfore, expressing o you iy strong opposition © the U. S. Army Corps
of Engincers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”™). Not only is the project
mispuided but it is a gross misuse of tax doliass.

More seriously, this project. as proposed, cantinues 1o place in jeopardy my safety and well-being along
with that ol many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm
lands Nooded in 2011, Pleasc recognize that farm tand and homes in southern {linois are just as valuabie
(o our farmers as arc the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect 4s
those who have come Lo assume a “false right” 1o control flood waters in the Birds Point area which
conlinue lo be earmarked as a Fiood Way. Cutting ofT the Mississippi River from its floodplain in
Missouri tgnores the importance of the River’s connection (0 the floodplain for the safely of neighboring
cammunitics, including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in 1llinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The
Misgsissippl River flood of 2011 showed thal we need more connections between the Mississippi River
and its floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide
critical relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows hat constructing the New Madrid levee will make it mose difficult Lo activale
the [oodway Lo save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 201 i caused great
hardship to many Hlinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to slop use of the Roodway, and the resuiting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Otive Branch, Itinois. (Afler the [Toodway was aclivated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Belore that, in 1963, lawsuit was fiied
that enjoined use of the floodway unlif April 1084. And before that, in 1937. the National Guard had o
be called in to quell armed opposition ta the Noodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried Lo show that the project witl have little tmpact on
[lood heights, However, the Corps hasn’t jeoked at {he flood impacts off constructing thg Now Madrid
jevee on ncighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. ‘The only study it earried outon this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 19505 era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels, The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern modei wilh
modern data before it places neighboring communitics in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens o put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. Lurge the Corps
1o ahandon its efforts fo build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely,




Novetnber _/Zé, 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koont?)

167 North Main Strect

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 381 (43-1894

Dear Mr. IKoonta

| am a resident of Olive Branch, 1llinois located in Alexander County. | lived here during the 2011 ftood
when the Corp of Engincers failed Lo follow the rules established for the Birds Paint Floodway in ils
cstablishment, The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the 3irds Point Levee”
which was established t© relicve stress on levecs north and northeast of that poinL, brought about
catastrophic flooding, { am, thercfore, expressing o you my strong, opposition o the U. S. Army Corps
of ngincers’ proposcd New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project™). Not only is the project
misguided but itis a gross misuse of tax dollars. '

More seriously, this project, as proposed, continues to place in jeopardy my salely and well-being along
with that of many of the same neighboring communitics and thousands of acres of highly productive farm
lands flooded in 2011, Pleasc recognize that farm land and homes in southern 1inois are just as vajuable
Lo our farmers as are the acres (o Farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as
those who have come to assume a “false right” to control Bood walers in the Birds Point area which
continue 1o be carmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in
Missouri ignores the importance of the River’s connection 0 the floodplain for the safety of neighboring
communities, including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in itfinais, and Paducah in entucky. The
Mississippi River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River
and its floodplain, not fewet. ‘These conneclions, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide
criticat retiel valves during {Toods.

¢urther, history shows Lhat constructing the New Madrid levee will make 4 more difficult Lo activate
the foodway o save communilies during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay I 2011 caused greal
hardship to many Hlinois residents. In 201 1, Missouri sued to stop usc of the foodway, and the resutting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, lllinois. {After the {loodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Refore that, in 1983, 2 Jawsuil was filed
{hat enjoined use of the Moodway until Aprii 1984, And before that, in 1937, (he National Guard had Lo
be called in o quetd armed opposition 1o the [Tfoodway’s usc.

in the draft impact statement the Corps has tried Lo show that the project wiil have fittle impacl on
[ood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t tooked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communitics in almost twenty-five yoars. ‘The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. purther, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
i water levels. The Corps needs o analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communitics in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens 1o put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. 1urge the Corps
{0 abandon its efforts © build the New Madrid Lovee.

Sincerely,




November / ZZ , 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Reoom B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-189%4

Dear Mr. Koontz:

[ am a business owner in Alexander County, Iilinois. My business was affected during the 2011 flood
when the Corp of Engincers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in its
establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding to my business. Southern Hlineis University of Carbondale reported approximately
64 [acm structures, 215 residential structures. and 13 Commercial structures were affected by the flooding
in 2011 with an average depth in most structures of 2t 3 feet. | am, therefore, expressing to you my
strong oppasition to the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project
(“the project”). Not only is the project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, continues to place in jeopardy my safety and well-being along
with that of many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm
lands flooded in 201 1. Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern l{linois are just as valuable
to our farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as
those who have conie to assume a “false right” fo control flood waters in the Birds Point area which
continue to be earmarked as a Fiood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in
Missouri ignores the importance of the River’s connection to the foodplain for the safety of neighboring
communities, including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Tliinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The
Mississippi River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River
and its Moodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide

critical relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Iilinois residents. in 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resuiting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Illinois. (Afier the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984, And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be calied in to quell armed opposition to the flocdway’s use. :

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have fittle impact on
ficod heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989, Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. furge the Corps
{0 abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely,




Navember /‘f , 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

{67 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr. Koontz:

1 am a resident of Cairo, [llinois located in Alexander County. 1 lived here during the 2011 flood when
the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in its
establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that poin, brought about
catastrophic flooding. Tam, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition to the U. 8. Army Corps
of Engineers” proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”). Notonly is the project
misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, continues to place in jeopardy my safety and well-being along
with that of many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm
1ands flooded in 2011. Please recognize that farm fand and homes in southern Illinois are just as valuable
to our farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as
those who have come to assume a “false right” fo control flood waters in the Birds Point area which
continue to be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in
Missouri ignores the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring
comrmunities, including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in IHinois, and Padueah in Kentucky. The
Mississippi River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River
and its floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide

critical relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficull to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Ilinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, llinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 foet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984, And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway's use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have [ittie impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps nasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. 1urge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee. : e ;

Sincercly,




November _j_f_, 203

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Kcontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr. Koontz:

I am a resident of Cairo, Ilfinois located in Alexander County. I lived here during the 2011 flood when
the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in its
establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding. 1 am, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition to the U. S. Army Corps
of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”). Not only is the project
misguided but it fs a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, continues to place in jeapardy my safety and weli-being along
with that of many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm
lands flooded in 2011. Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern lllinois are just as valuable
{o our farmers as.are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as
those who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which
continue Lo be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in
Missouri ignores the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring
communities, including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Iilinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The
Mississippi River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River
and its floodplain, not fewer, These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide

critical relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Hlinois residents. fn 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, THinois. (Afier the floodway was activaied in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984 And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimaté the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harins way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. 1urge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincercly &8




November 14 , 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz}

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr, Koontz:

1 am a resident of Cairo, Illinois located in Alexander County. [ lived here during the 2011 flood when
the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in its
establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Leves”
which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding. Tam, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition to the U, 8. Army Corps
of Engineers’ proposcd New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”). Notonly is the project
misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, continues to place in jeopardy my safety and well-being along
with that of many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm
lands flooded in 2011. Please recognize that farm tand and homes in southern 1llinois are just as valuable
{o our farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as
those who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which
continue to be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in
Missouri ignores the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring
communities, including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in [llinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The
Mississippi River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River
and its floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madiid, provide

critical relief vaives during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Iilinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, llinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984, And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use,

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried outl on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
i water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. |urge the Cotps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely,




November /4 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz}

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr. Koontz:

[ am a resident of Cairo, [finois located in Alexander County. 1 lived here during the 20611 flood when
the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in its
establishment, The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding. Tam, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition to the U. 5. Army Corps
of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”). Notonly is the project
misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, continues to place in jeopardy my safety and well-being along
with that of many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm
lands flooded in 2011, Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern Hlinois are just as valuable
to our farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as
" those who have come to assume a “false right” to controi flood waters in the Birds Point area which
continue to be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in
Missouri ignores the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring
communities, including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Hlinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The
Mississippi River flood of 2011 showed that we necd more connections between the Mississippi River
and its floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide
critical relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficull to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Ilinois cesidents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, lllinois. (After the floodway was activated in
201 |, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 fect in just 43 hours.) Before that, in 1983, 2 lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984, And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use. :

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constracting the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s floed impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. 1urge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee. :

Sincerely,




November /< , 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr, Koontz:

1am a resident of Cairo, lilinois located in Alexander County. I lived here during the 2011 flood when
the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in its
establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Levec”
which was established to relieve stress on jevees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding. [ am, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition to the U. S. Army Corps
of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project™. Notonly is the project
misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, continues to place in jeopardy my safety and well-being along
with that of many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm
lands flooded in 2011. Please recognize that farm tand and homes in scuthern Illinois are just as valuable
to our farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as
those who have come to assume a “false right” to control fiood waters in the Birds Point area which
continue to be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in
Missouri ignores the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring
communities, including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Hlinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The
Mississippi River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River
and its floodplain, not fewer. These connections, whicl include the connection at New Madrid, provide
critical relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Illinois resideats. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flocding of Olive Branch, Illinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984, And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quel! armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-Tive years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the incroase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with

modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

 The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. 1 urgé the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely,




November "‘7{ ,2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr, Koontz:

tam a resident of Cairo, Illinois located in Alexander County. 1lived here during the 2011 flood when
the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in its
establishment, The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Leves”
which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding. 1 am, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition to the U, S. Army Corps
of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”). Not only is the project
misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, continues to place in jeopardy my safety and well-being along
with that of many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of kighly productive farm
lands flooded in 2011. Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern llinois are just as valuable
to our farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as
those who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which
continue to be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in
Missouri ignores the importance of the River's connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring
communities, including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Illinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The
Mississippi River flood of 201 | showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River
and its floodplain, not fewer, These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide
critical relief valves during floods,

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Illinois residents, In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the flcodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, fllinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
fevee on neighboring communities in alimost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modetn data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. [urge the Corps
to abanden its efforts {o build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely,




November j'7L , 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Kooniz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894

Dear Mr. Koontz:

[ am a resident of Cairo, 1llinois located in Alexander County. I lived here during the 2011 flood when
the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in its
establishment, The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding. I am, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition to the U. S. Army Corps
of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”). Not only is the project
misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars,

More seriously, this project, as proposed, continues to place in jeopardy my safety and well-being along
with that of many of the same neighboring commun itics and thousands of acres of highty productive farm
lands flooded in 2011, Please recognize that farm jand and homes in southern lllinois are just as valuable
10 our farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as
those who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which
continue to be earmarked as a Flood Way, Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in
Missouri ignores the importance of the River's connection to the floodplain for the safety of nei ghboring
communities, including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in llinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The
Mississippi River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River
and its floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide

critical refief valves during fioods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway fo save communities during the next big flood, The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Illinois residents. In 2011, Missousi sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Illinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984, And before that, in 1937, the Nationai Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. 1urge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee,

Sincerely,




November J + , 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Kooniz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-18%4

Dear Mr. Koontz:

{ am a resident of Cairo, Illinois located in Alexander County. | lived here during the 2011 flood when
the Corp of Engineers failed to foliow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in its
establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding. 1am, therefore, expressing to you my strong opposition to the U. S. Army Corps
of Engineers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project (“the project”™). Not only is the project
misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriousfy, this project, as proposed, continues to place in jeopardy my safety and well-being along
with that of many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm
tands flooded in 2011. Please recognize that farm land and homes in souther [Hinois are just as valuable
to our farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as
those who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which
confinue to be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in
Missouri ignores the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring
communities, including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Hlinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The
Mississippi River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River
and its floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide
critical relief valves during floods. '

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Illinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
defay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, Hlinois. (Afier the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984, And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the Tloodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried o show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
ievee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989, Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical mode! to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a madern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

‘The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. 1urge the Corps
to abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely,




November /’f ,2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz}

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1 894

Dear Mr. Koontz:

| am a business owner in Alexander County, Hlinois. My business was affected during the 201 1 floed
when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in its
establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with eriteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Leves”
which was established to relieve stress on levees north and northeast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding to my business. Southern Hlinois University of Carbondale reported approximately

64 Farm struclures, 215 residential structures. and 15 Commercial structures were affected by the flooding
1 2011 with an average depth in most structures of 2 to 3 feet. T am, therefore, expressing to you my
strong opposition to the U. S. Army Corps of Engincers’ proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project
(“the project”). Not only is the project misguided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, continues to place in jeopardy my safety and well-being along
with that of many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm
lands flooded in 2011. Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern 1llinois are just as valuable
to our farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as
ihose who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which
continue to be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in
Missouri ignores the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring
communities, including Cairo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Illinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The
Mississippi River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River
and its floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide

critical relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid jevee will make it more difficult 1o activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Illinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, linois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a fawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984. And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use.

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
jevee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried out on this was
completed in 1989 Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s fiood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. furge the Corps
1o abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

r

Sincerely,




November £ , 2013

United States Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN: PM-E (Koontz)

167 North Main Street

Room B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-189%4

Dear Mr. Koontz:

I am a business owner in Alexander County, Illinois. My business was affected during the 2011 flood
when the Corp of Engineers failed to follow the rules established for the Birds Point Floodway in its
establishment. The Corps’ two day delay in complying with criteria for ‘blowing the Birds Point Levee”
which was established to relieve stress on levees north and nottheast of that point, brought about
catastrophic flooding to my business. Southern Illinois University of Carbondale reported approximately
64 farm structures, 215 residential structures. and 15 Commercial structures were affected by the flooding
in 2011 with an average depth in most structures of 2 to 3 feet. 1am, therefore, expressing to you my
strong opposition to the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers” proposed New Madrid Floodway Levee project
(“the project™. Not only is the project misgunided but it is a gross misuse of tax dollars.

More seriously, this project, as proposed, continues to place in jeopardy my safety and well-being along
with that of many of the same neighboring communities and thousands of acres of highly productive farm
lands flooded in 2011. Please recognize that farm land and homes in southern IHineis are just as valuable
to our farmers as are the acres to farmers in Southeast Missouri and should receive the same respect as
those who have come to assume a “false right” to control flood waters in the Birds Point area which
continue to be earmarked as a Flood Way. Cutting off the Mississippi River from its floodplain in
Missouri ignores the importance of the River’s connection to the floodplain for the safety of neighboring
communities, including Caivo, Metropolis, and Olive Branch in Illinois, and Paducah in Kentucky. The
Mississippi River flood of 2011 showed that we need more connections between the Mississippi River
and its floodplain, not fewer. These connections, which include the connection at New Madrid, provide
critical relief valves during floods.

Further, history shows that constructing the New Madrid levee will make it more difficult to activate
the floodway to save communities during the next big flood. The Corps’ delay in 2011 caused great
hardship to many Illinois residents. In 2011, Missouri sued to stop use of the floodway, and the resulting
delay has been implicated in the flooding of Olive Branch, lllinois. (After the floodway was activated in
2011, water levels at Cairo dropped 2.7 feet in just 48 hours.) Before that, in 1983, a lawsuit was filed
that enjoined use of the floodway until April 1984, And before that, in 1937, the National Guard had to
be called in to quell armed opposition to the floodway’s use. -

In the draft impact statement the Corps has tried to show that the project will have little impact on
flood heights. However, the Corps hasn’t looked at the flood impacts of constructing the New Madrid
levee on neighboring communities in almost twenty-five years. The only study it carried ouf on this was
completed in 1989. Further, that outdated study used a 1950s era physical model to estimate the increase
in water levels. The Corps needs to analyze the project’s flood impacts using a modern model with
modern data before it places neighboring communities in harms way.

The New Madrid Levee project threatens to put me and my neighbors in jeopardy. [urge the Corps
1o abandon its efforts to build the New Madrid Levee.

Sincerely,




