Creating an SDS-Compliant Shapefile 

For existing geometry and blank SDS Table

1. Use TSSDS to create a blank Access database (Access Builder), picking the attribute table that you want to use, i.e. imdrgsub.
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You will enter the name of the database in the next screen.[image: image2.png]S Selecting SOSFIE/FMSFIE Elements to Add
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2.  Select the table you want to use & add to candidate list.

3. Add the table to your Access database.
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You will get a box like the following.  Accept the defaults.  Press Build/Generate.

Answer YES to “Build hidden tables?” and exit when finished.

5. Start ArcMap.

6. Add the table from the Access database, i.e., imdrgsub.

7. Add the shapefile with the desired geometry (here we had a polygon shapefile with features for dredged areas).

8. In ArcCatalog, create a blank polygon (or other shape) shapefile for your destination shapefile.  Add this new shapefile to your ArcMap document.

9. ArcMap should look similar to this:
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Where imdrgcom_wr96 is the new blank shapefile for dredging on White River in 1996; 1996 is the shapefile with the existing polygons for the dredging; and imdrgsub is the blank SDS table. 

10. Now we will join the SDS table to the blank shapefile to create a shapefile with the correct SDS field names.  First, set up the join.
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If you open the attribute table, you should see something similar to this:
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11. Now we will merge the two shapefiles to combine the geometry and the SDS table.
Use the Geoprocessing Wizard Merge tool.

It is important to note the shapefile to use fields from.  You MUST use the SDS shapefile in order to preserve the correct field names.  
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