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Agricultural
Groundwater Protection 

and Conservation

Waterfowl Management

Agricultural Flooding

Project Name:  Bayou Meto Basin, Arkansas
 
Authority:  Water Resources Development Act of 1996, Section 363 
 
Location and Description: The project is located in east central Arkansas in Lonoke, Pulaski, Prairie, Jefferson,
and Arkansas Counties. The major problems are agricultural flooding, loss of environmental resources, and the
depletion of the alluvial aquifer, which provides essentially all the water used for agricultural irrigation and baitfish
farming and supports area wetlands. Features of the project include diversion of excess water from the Arkansas
River via a delivery system that contains pump stations, a system of new canals, existing streams, and pipelines
to the water depleted areas; channel improvements and a pumping station to provide an outlet for reduced
flooding; waterfowl conservation and management measures; and other environmental restoration and
enhancement features. The State of Arkansas is assuming non-Federal sponsorship of the project and is using its
b di th it t i th t f di f th F d l t h i il bl h F d l f d bbonding authority to insure that funding for the non-Federal cost share is available when Federal funds become
available for construction.  The Bayou Meto Water Management District (BMWMD) is a legal entity with taxing
authority in partnership with the State of Arkansas.   
 
Status:  $100,000 was appropriated to initiate construction in FY 2010.  Construction will be initiated upon
execution of the project partnership agreement.  The local sponsor (BMWMD) in partnership with the State of
Arkansas has begun the process of land acquisition for construction, and the acquisition of mitigation lands
required to offset environmental impacts resulting from construction of the project.  The sponsor has contracted
for land appraisers, land surveyors, and a real estate specialist to accomplish this work. 
 
Project cost:  The estimated cost of the project (design and construction) is $639,534,000 of which $417,635,000
is Federal cost and $221,899,000 is the responsibility of the non-Federal sponsor.  
 
Memphis District Point of Contact: 
Name: Tracy James 
Phone: 901-544-0673 
E-mail address: Tracy.M.James@usace.army.mil 
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As of:  22 April 2010 



Artist’s Rendering Pumping Station

Project Name:  Grand Prairie Region, Arkansas 
 
Authority:  Flood Control Act (FCA) of 1950, Sec. 204 (authorized construction); Water Resources
Development Act (WRDA) of 1986 Sec 1001(b) (de-authorized project); WRDA 1996 Sec 363Development Act (WRDA) of 1986, Sec. 1001(b) (de authorized project); WRDA 1996, Sec. 363
(authorized for construction, expanding the scope to include ground water protection and conservation,
agricultural water supply, and waterfowl management) 
 
Location and Description: The Grand Prairie Region project is primarily located in Arkansas and Prairie
Counties and a small portion in Lonoke and Monroe Counties. This project will provide for agricultural water
supply, ground water protection, and fish and wildlife restoration and enhancement.  The project features
include a major pumping station, conveyance channels, and conservation measures for the Grand Prairie
area. The sponsors are the State of Arkansas and the White River Regional Irrigation Water Distributionp g g
District. 
 
Status: Funds are being used for design of a reservoir and a canal and to fully-fund the construction of the
substructure for the DeValls Bluff Pumping Station.  The sponsor is moving forward with acquisition of
right-of-way for the project.  
 
Project Cost:  The estimated cost to design and construct this project is $450,000,000, of which
$293,000,000 is Federal cost and $157,000,000 is the responsibility of the non-Federal sponsor. 
 
Memphis District POC:         
Name: Paul Hamm 
Phone: 901-544-4229 
E-mail address: Paul.F.Hamm@usace.army.mil 
 
As of:  22 April 2010 
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Aerial photos of Helena Harbor

Project Name:  Helena Harbor, AR 
 
Authority:  River and Harbor Act of 1960, Sec. 107, as amended. 

MAINTENANCE DREDGING

 
Location and Description:  This harbor is located on the Mississippi River (mile 663.0) at Helena in
Phillips County, Arkansas.  This is a slack-water harbor used primarily for the export of agricultural goods.
The project provides for maintenance of the navigation channel for year-round access to barge
transportation for the existing facilities.  The approved channel dimensions are 9 feet deep by 450 feet wide
by 3,200 feet long.  The local interest is City of Helena, AR. 
 
Status:  In FY 2010, funds were appropriated to perform surveys of the navigation channel.  ARRA fundspp p p y g
were used in FY 2009 to dredge the harbor.  
 
Project Cost:  Maintenance and funding requirements vary from year to year depending on current harbor
conditions and the dredging schedule, respectively.  Impacts of not dredging this harbor could vary from
requiring barges to be light-loaded to complete harbor closure.  In addition, restoration of the harbor limits
will be more costly in the future, as the sedimentation will continue to accumulate.   The estimated cost for
annual dredging maintenance is about $500,000. 
 
 
Memphis District POC:         
Name: Lawrence Thomas 
Phone: 901-544-0887 
E-mail address: Lawrence.W.Thomas@usace.army.mil 
 
As of:  22 April 2010 
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Aerial photo of Helena Harbor, Phillips County.

Project Name:  Helena Harbor, Phillips County, Arkansas 
 
Authority:  Water Resources Development Act of 1986, as amended. 

MAINTENANCE DREDGING

 
Location and Description: The harbor is located in Phillips County, about five miles south of Helena,
Arkansas, at mile 652 on the lower Mississippi River.  This is a slack-water harbor used primarily for the
export of agricultural goods.  The approved channel dimensions are 9 feet deep by 300 feet wide by 3.85
miles long, with an additional 50 feet of width for berthing, a 100 feet by 1000 feet fleeting area, and a 600
feet by 600 feet turning basin.  The local interest is the Helena, West Helena, Phillips County Port
Authority. 
 
Status:  FY 2010 E&W and ARRA funds are being used to fully dredge the harbor in summer 2010.  ARRA
funds were used in FY 2009 to fully dredge the harbor from the mouth of the harbor to the location of
industry in the harbor.  .  
 
Annual Maintenance Cost:  The estimated cost for annual dredging maintenance, is about $600,000.
Maintenance and funding requirements vary from year to year depending on current harbor conditions and
current prices for dredging services, respectively.  Impacts of not dredging could vary from requiring bargesp g g , p y p g g y q g g
to be light-loaded to complete harbor closure.  In addition, restoration of the harbor limits will be more
costly in the future, as the sedimentation will continue to accumulate. 
 
 
Memphis District POC:         
Name: Lawrence Thomas 
Phone: 901-544- 0887 
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E-mail address: Lawrence.W.Thomas@usace.army.mil 
 
As of:  22 April 2010 
 



LOWER CACHE 
RESTORATION 

ARKANSAS
SECTION 1135

Project Name:  Lower Cache Restoration, Arkansas 
 
Authority:  Water Resources Development Act of 1986, Sec. 1135, as amended 
 
Location and Description: The project is located in Monroe County, Arkansas.  The project consists of
restoring flows at up to six meanders cut off by flood control work constructed during the 1970’s would
increase fish and wildlife habitat within the area designated by the Ramsar Convention as “Wetlands of
International Importance”.   Ducks Unlimited, Arkansas Game and Fish Commission, and The Nature
Conservancy are the potential non-Federal sponsors for this project.   
 
Status:  Activities are being suspended on this study until the potential sponsors can complete a financing
plan to cost-share the project.     
 
Project Cost:  A feasible project was identified that reestablishes flow back into the original stream
channel (construction of weirs and removal on stream blockages).  The cost-sharing for a Section 1135
project is 75% Federal and 25% non-Federal, with a maximum Federal contribution of $5,000,000.  Since
the total estimated cost for the project is $10,617,000, the sponsor’s share would be $5,617,000 or 53
percent, due to the $5,000,000 limit in Federal contributions.  Feasibility studies were completed at a cost
of $750,000 Federal.  The sponsor will pay 25 percent of these costs during the design and construction
phase of the project.  Ducks Unlimited and Arkansas Game and Fish Commission originally requested the
Corps conduct a study for an environmental restoration project on the lower Cache River in February 2004.
F d f li i i ti ti ll t d 29 S t b 2005 Th P li i R t tiFunds for preliminary investigations were allocated on 29 September 2005.  The Preliminary Restoration
Plan was approved on 24 January 2006.  Funds for feasibility studies were allocated in July 2006 and a
draft feasibility report was completed in December 2009. The Nature Conservancy committed to
participation in the project as a cost-share partner in a letter dated 29 September 2009. 
 
Memphis District POC:         
Name: Jackie Whitlock 
Phone: 901-544-3832 
E-mail address: Jackie.S.Whitlock@usace.army.mil
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As of:  22 April 2010 



Aerial photo of Osceola Harbor, AR

Project Name: Osceola Harbor, AR 
 
Authority: River and Harbor Act of 1960, Section 107, as amended; WRDA 2007, Sec. 3010 
  
Location and Description: This harbor is located on the Mississippi River (mile 785.0) at Osceola, in
Mississippi County, Arkansas.  This is a slack-water harbor used primarily for the export of agricultural
goods.  The project provides for maintenance of a navigation channel for year-round access for barge
transportation.  The approved channel dimensions are 9 feet deep by 250 feet wide by 6,500 feet long, with
a 250-foot radius turning basin at the upstream end.  The local interest is the City of Osceola, AR. 
 
Status: FY 2010 funds are being used to fully dredge the harbor A Section 10 permit was approved inStatus:  FY 2010 funds are being used to fully dredge the harbor. A Section 10 permit was approved in 
October 2009 for Poinsett Grain and Rice for construction of a grain loading facility in Osceola Harbor.  
 
Project Cost:  Maintenance and funding requirements vary from year to year depending on current harbor
conditions and current prices for dredging services, respectively.  The estimated annual cost to fully dredge 
the harbor is $1,000,000.  Impacts of not dredging this harbor could vary from requiring barges to be light-
loaded to complete harbor closure.  In addition, restoration of the harbor limits will be more costly in the 
future, as the sedimentation will continue to accumulate.future, as the sedimentation will continue to accumulate.  
 
Memphis District POC:         
Name: Lawrence Thomas 
Phone: 901-544-0887 
E-mail address: Lawrence.W.Thomas@usace.army.mil 
 
As of: 22 April 2010
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As of:  22 April 2010 



Piggott 
Seepage

Ten & Fifteen Ten & Fifteen 
Mile BayousMile Bayous

This photo shows work that has already been completed on 15 
Mile Bayou channel enlargement Item 1. The view is upstream 
from the Arkansas Hwy 50 Bridge.

CONSTRUCTION

Project Name:  St. Francis Basin, Arkansas and Missouri 
 
Authority:  Flood Control Acts of 1928, 1936, 1938, 1941, 1944, 1946, 1950, 1958, 1965, and 1968; Water
Resource Development Acts of 1974 and 2007, Secs. 2036, 3011, and 3182. p
 
Location and Description: The project is located in southeastern Missouri and northeastern Arkansas.
The project provides protection against headwater floods by means of a detention reservoir at Wappapello,
Missouri, improvement of the flood-carrying capacities of the St. Francis and Little Rivers and their principal
tributaries by means of channel improvements, new channels, auxiliary channels, and leveed floodways.
Protection against backwater flooding from the Mississippi River is provided by realignment of the St.
Francis River channel supplemented with auxiliary channels, levee construction, and a pumping plant and
floodgate.  Project authorization provides for Federal operation and maintenance.  24 levee and drainage
districts provide project sponsorship. 
 
Status:  Construction continues as funding allows.  Activities include installation of relief wells along a 
levee near Piggott, Arkansas and relocation of a state bridge at Ten Mile Bayou, Arkansas.  Mitigation 
lands purchased as part of this project are being turned over to the Arkansas Game and Fish 
Commission.   
 
Project cost:  The estimated cost of the project (design and construction) is $477,758,000 of which
$475,780,000 is Federal cost and $1,978,000 is the responsibility of the non-Federal sponsor. 
 
 
Memphis District POC:         
Name: Dewey Powell 
Ph 901 544 3940
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Phone: 901-544-3940 
E-mail address: Dewey.L.Powell@usace.army.mil 
 
As of:  22 April 2010 



MAINTENANCE

Project Name:  St. Francis River and Tributaries, Arkansas and Missouri 
 
Authority:  The St. Francis Basin Project was authorized by the Flood Control Act, 15 May 1928, as amended by the
Acts of 15 June 1936, 18 August 1941, 24 July 1946, 17 May 1950, 27 October 1965 and 13 August 1968.  Local
cooperation requirements were modified by the Flood Control Act of 24 July 1946 and limited local responsibility tocooperation requirements were modified by the Flood Control Act of 24 July 1946, and limited local responsibility to
ordinary maintenance as defined by Section 3 of the Flood Control Act of 15 May 1928. 
 
Location and Description:  The St. Francis Basin extends from the hills southwest of Cape Girardeau, Missouri, to
the confluence of the St. Francis and Mississippi Rivers – approximately 10 miles north of Helena, Arkansas.  The
project provides for a certain level of Federal maintenance of authorized facilities – levees and channels – to provide
the authorized level of flood protection.  There are two pumping stations - Drainage District #17 and W. G. Huxtable
Pumping Plant - built, maintained and operated by the Corps of Engineers.  Major maintenance of the authorized
features of the St Francis Basin Project is done at no cost to the local sponsor (100% Federally funded) Localfeatures of the St. Francis Basin Project is done at no cost to the local sponsor (100% Federally funded).  Local
interests are only responsible for minor maintenance and rights-of-entry. 
 
Status:  Funds are used to continue operation and maintenance activities to include, but not limited to operation 
and maintenance of two pumping stations, channel cleanouts, levee resurfacing, levee slide repairs, culvert 
repairs and scour repairs. 
 
Memphis District POC:         
Name: Lawrence ThomasName: Lawrence Thomas 
Phone: 901-544-0887 
E-mail address: Lawrence.W.Thomas@usace.army.mil 
 
As of:  22 April 2010 
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Project Name:  White River Backwater, Arkansas 
 
Authority:  The Flood Control Act of 15 May 1928, as amended. Local cooperation requirements, as
modified by the Flood Control Act of 30 October 1951, were limited to ordinary maintenance as defined by
Section 3 of the Flood Control Act of 15 Ma 1928Section 3 of the Flood Control Act of 15 May 1928.
 
Location and Description:  The White River Backwater Project is located approximately 20 miles south of
Helena, near Elaine, AR, in Phillips and Desha Counties. It consists of 40.2 miles of levee, the Graham
Burke Pumping Station, the Little Island Bayou Outlet Structure and Deep Bayou Culvert.  The White River
Backwater levee, together with the Mississippi River Levee between Old Town and Laconia Circle, protects
the enclosed area against all but very large floods.  The combined levee system reduces extreme crests on
the White River by admitting drainage into the enclosed area thereby restoring the White River Backwaterthe White River by admitting drainage into the enclosed area thereby restoring the White River Backwater
Pool. 
  
Status:  Maintenance activities continue, which include but are not limited to operation and maintenance of 
one pumping station, levee resurfacing, and levee repairs. 
 
Memphis District POC:         
Name: Marco Goodman 
Phone: 901-544-0714 
E-mail address: Marco.D.Goodman@usace.army.mil 
 
As of:  22 April 2010 
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Bull Shoals 
Dam, AR

HurricaneHurricane 
Lake Wildlife 
Management 
Area, AR

Study Name: White River Basin Comprehensive, Arkansas & Missouri 
 
Authority:  WRDA 86, Section 729; WRDA 2000 established the cost sharing of Section 729 studies at 50 %
Federal/50% non-Federal, half of which can be in-kind services and increased the authorization ceiling from
$5,000,000 to $15,000,000.  WRDA 2007, Sec. 2010 modified the cost sharing to 75% Federal/25%non-

100% fFederal, 100% of which can be in-kind services.
 
Location and Description:  The White River Basin comprises approximately 28,000 square miles in
northeastern Arkansas (AR) and southern Missouri (MO).  The basin contains five large multi-purpose reservoirs
and one reservoir primarily for flood control; over 150 miles of flood control levees along the White River and its
tributaries; 2 major national wildlife refuges; and the largest remaining concentration of seasonally flooded
bottomland hardwoods in the Mississippi Valley.  The study will identify water resources needs and
opportunities. Potential study outputs address water resources needs for water supply, flood control, waste
water management, navigation, recreation, power generation, and other water resources related needs
identified in the comprehensive study.  Cost-sharing sponsors include, but are not limited to:  AR Natural
Resources Commission, AR Game and Fish Commission, Missouri Department of Conservation, Missouri
Department of Natural Resources, and The Nature Conservancy.    
    
Status:  FY 2010 available funds are being used to continue study activities in Arkansas and Missouri, such as
the Hydraulic & Sedimentation Study in the upper Cache River Basin (AR), the Geometric Study of the Unsteady
Flow Model (MO/AR), and initiate activities to research impacts of hydrologic and geomorphic changes on
vegetation communities of the White River Basin (AR).  The last interagency meeting with the cost-sharing
sponsors was held in Springfield, Missouri, on 14-15 May 2009. The next interagency meeting is scheduled for
the spring of 2010. The Feasibility Cost Share Agreement was amended 6 April 2009 to reflect new cost share
requirements as a result of WRDA 2007. 
 
Project cost:  The estimated cost of the project Comprehensive Studies $8,600,000 of which $6,450,000 is
Federal cost and $2,150,000 is the responsibility of the non-Federal sponsor. 
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Memphis District POC:         
Name: Jason Allmon 
Phone: 901-544-0766 
E-mail address: Jason.E.Allmon@usace.army.mil 
 
As of:  22 April 2010 



Dredging

Clearing 
and 

Snagging

MAINTENANCE

Study Name: White River Navigation to Batesville, Arkansas 
 
Authority:  Water Resources Development Act (WRDA) of 1996, Sec. 363; Consolidated Appropriations Act 
2008, Sec. 131.  (The White River Navigation project was authorized by WRDA of 1986, subsequently ( g p j y q y
deauthorized by WRDA of 1988, and reauthorized by WRDA of 1996) 
 
Location and Description:  Previous studies indicate that a channel with a bottom width of 125 feet and a depth
of nine feet is potentially economically and environmentally feasible, providing a 95 percent annual availability 
from the Arkansas Post Canal (Mile 10) to Newport, AR (Mile 255).  The existing authority is for an 8 foot deep by 
125 foot wide channel from the Arkansas Post Canal to Augusta, AR (Mile 198) and a 4.5 foot deep by 100 foot 
wide channel from Augusta to Newport, AR at stages equivalent to or exceeding 12 foot on the Clarendon gage,
with a 5 foot minimum depth at lower stages Annual maintenance is authorized within the project limits andwith a 5 foot minimum depth at lower stages. Annual maintenance is authorized within the project limits and
through snagging and dredging. The sponsor is the Arkansas Waterways Commission.  
 
Status:  Study activities continue as funding allows.   
 
 
Memphis District POC:         
Name: Jackie Whitlock 
Phone: 901-544-3832 
E-mail address: Jackie.S.Whitlock@usace.army.mil  
 
As of:  13 April 2009 
 

12



Study Name: Wynne, Arkansas 
 
Authority: Flood Control Act of 1948, Sec. 205, as amended (Continuing Authorities Program). 
 
Location and Description: The city of Wynne is located about 40 miles west of Memphis, Tennessee in
Cross County, Arkansas, along the western edge of Crowley’s Ridge. Most of the western part of town is
below the base of Crowley’s Ridge and has flat or gently sloping terrain. The project area consists of the
western portion of the city of Wynne and extends outside the Wynne city limits to the west along Town
Creek two and one-half miles to Highway 350. Town Creek is a major drainage outlet for the city of Wynne
and contains approximately eight square miles of drainage area above Highway 350. Turkey Creek, a
major lateral, drains about three square miles of the watershed north and west of Wynne and enters Town
Creek about one-fourth mile west of the city limits Town Creek empties into Caney Creek about three-Creek about one-fourth mile west of the city limits. Town Creek empties into Caney Creek about three-
fourth mile west of Highway 350. Runoff from the upper portion of Town Creek causes flooding in the lower
urban areas. The existing drainage system is inadequate to handle peak flow events in the lower portion of
the watershed.  The sponsor is the city of Wynne, AR.  
         
Status:   Completion of the feasibility study is pending the execution of a Feasibility Cost Sharing
Agreement with the cost-sharing sponsor.  The City has indicated they are working to secure cost-sharing
funds to complete the feasibility studies and construct the project.p y p j
 
Project cost:  The estimated cost of the project feasibility studies is $238,000 of which $169,000 is
Federal cost and $69,000 is the responsibility of the non-Federal sponsor and the estimated cost of the
Design and Implementation is $1,200,000 of which $780,000 Federal cost and $420,000 is the
responsibility of the non-Federal sponsor. 
 
 
M hi Di t i t POC
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Memphis District POC:    
Name: Jackie Whitlock 
Phone: 901-544-3832 
E-mail address: Jackie.S.Whitlock@usace.army.mil  
 
As of:  22 April 2010 
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