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The Project

Congress authorized the White River to be maintained as a
navigable waterway by the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1892.
This authorization allows the Memphis Dustnct U.s. Army
Corps of i to a as fi

+ 4.5 feet deep by 100 feet wide from Augusta (river mile 198)
to Newport (river mile 254).

« 8 feet deep by 125 feet wide from the Arkansas Post Canal
(river mile 10) to river mile 198.

These standards are in effect when stages are equivalent to
or exceed 12 feet on the Clarendon gage, with a 5-foot mini-
mum depth at lower stages.

The is now maintai by ging and snagging,

at a cost of between $1 million and $2 million annually




The Study

The Memphis District is now conducting the White River
Navigation Study to assess the feasibility of modifying the
existing navigation channel. This study was re-authorized by
Congress in the Water Resources Development Act of 1996.
The purpose of the study is to rsspond to the concerns of

leaders i d in impi g the region’s
ic conditions.
To date, the study indi that igation impr

offer substantial economic benefits.

Current analyses indicate a 125-foot wide channel with a
depth of nine feet
(between the
Arkansas Post Canal
at river mile 10 to
Newport at river mile
254) can best be
accomplished with the
construction of low
dikes on about five
percent of the river.

The dikes are
designed to reduce the river’s width during low water condi-
tions. This action is designed to increase the water velocity
and move sediment build-ups in the area near the dikes.

Further, the dikes effectively concentrate the river’s energy to
control water depths with potentially less effect on the envi-
ronment than annual dredging. They will also reduce annual
dredging requil while not affecting water levels in the
river for flows which are equalled or exceeded 95 percent of
the time.




No decision will be made
to implement a project until
the study results undergo
public and interagency
review.

The Corps of Engineers
~ uses a comprehensive
approach to planning,
including a focus on pro-
tecting the environment.
During the study process, meetings have been held to define
and refine the project scope. The Corps of Engineers has
dedicated significant levels of manpower and resources to
study the existing river Y aimed at i an
environmentally sound project.

A report and i Impact with the
results of all studies and y i i i rec-
ommendation is made, will be provided to various federal,
state and local agencies, and the public for review and com-
ment during 2002.
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As the water level rises in the river, th‘ef.,dikes become sub-
merged, and the influence of the dikes diminishes until river
stages reach a point wlbre)hgadi[wg have no effect. High flow
conditions are the times the overbank areas, including water-
fowl habitat areas; normally flood. The proposed dikes are to
be located where they will not interfere with the functions of
tributaries or oxbow lakes. Water levels will not be changed at
higher flow conditions. Current flood conditions will remain

Ipchaﬁged.
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Jim Lloyd
USACE Memphis Dlstrlet
(CEMVM-PM-P)

167 N. Main St., B-202 167 N. Main St., B-202

Memphis, TN 38103-1894 Memphis, TN 38103-1894
PH: (901) 544-3343 or PH: (901) 544-3360 or
(800) 317-4156, ext. 3343 (800) 317-4156, ext. 3360
Fax: (901) 544-4041 Fax: (901) 544-3786
Email: Email:

james.w.lloyd@usace.army.mil robert.t.anderson@usace.army.mil




