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PURPOSE OF SCOPING MEETING

• National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)

• Inform the Public

• Provide Overview and background on study

• Solicit Input

• Determine scope of significant issues and concerns

• Eliminate issues that are not significant

• Development of alternatives

The USACE encourages full participation to promote open communication on 

the issues surrounding the study.



AGENDA

• Background/Authority

• Study Area

• Proposed Measures

• We Want to Hear From You
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BACKGROUND - LMRRA
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Eight reaches were 

identified as priorities:

Wolf Island to Island 8 Reach 

RM 946 – 910 (36 mi.)

Hatchie/Loosahatchie Reach

RM 775 – 736 (39 mi) (TN/AR)

Islands 62/63 Reach 

RM 650 - 618 (32 mi.)

Arkansas River Reach 

RM 599 – 556 (43 mi.)

Possum (Worthington-Pittman) 

Reach 

RM 524 – 490 (34 mi.)

Palmyra River Reach 

RM 431 – 398 (33 mi.)

Lake Mary Reach 

RM 360 -322 (38 mi.)

Raccourci Cutoff Reach 

RM 300 -265 (35 mi.)



AUTHORIZATION

2017: LMRCC et al. submitted proposal through WRDA 7001 process to get a study authority for the 

Conservation Reach studies recommended in LMRRA.

2018: WRDA 2018 SEC. 1202. ADDITIONAL STUDIES. (a) LOWER MISSISSIPPI RIVER; 

MISSOURI, KENTUCKY, TENNESSEE, ARKANSAS, MISSISSIPPI, AND LOUISIANA.— (1) IN 

GENERAL.—The Secretary is authorized to carry out studies to determine the feasibility of 

habitat restoration for each of the eight reaches identified as priorities in the report prepared by 

the Secretary pursuant to section 402 of the Water Resources Development Act of 2000, titled 

‘‘Lower Mississippi River Resource Assessment; Final Assessment In Response to Section 402 

of WRDA 2000’’ and dated July 2015. (2) CONSULTATION.—The Secretary shall consult with 

the Lower Mississippi River Conservation Committee during each feasibility study carried out 

under paragraph (1).

2019: LMRCC submits Letter of Intent to Sponsor the Hatchie/Loosahatchie Feasibility Study 

beginning in the FY 2021 Budget.

2021: Received Funding to begin the HATCHIE/LOOSAHATCHIE, MISSISSIPPI RIVER MILE 775-736 

HABITAT RESTORATION, TN & AR Feasibility Study.

5



STUDY AREA

• 39-mile reach (RM 775-736) 

• Beginning at the mouth of the Hatchie River and 

extending south to the mouth of the Wolf River 

Harbor. 

• Three tributary mouths in the reach (Hatchie, 

Loosahatchie, and Wolf Rivers). 

• Meeman Shelby Forest State Park, Eagle Lake 

Refuge WMA, and Lower Hatchie NWR within 

this reach.
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Tennessee

GOV. Bill Lee (R)

SEN Marsha Blackburn (R)

SEN Bill Hagerty (R)

REP David Kustoff (R TN-8)

REP Steve Cohen (D TN-9)

Arkansas

GOV Asa Hutchinson (R)

SEN Tom Cotton (R)

SEN John Boozman (R)

REP Eric “Rick” Crawford (R 

AR-1)



PROBLEMS AND OPPORTUNITIES
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ArcGIS Online (AGOL) for Alternative Development 
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• Study Area
• River Miles
• Boat Ramps
• LMRCC RAGR 

Projects
• Bathymetry
• Dikes
• Notches
• Revetment
• Dredging 

Locations
• Gravel Bars
• Least Tern 

Nesting Sites
• Landcover
• Public Lands
• 2yr-5yr Flood 

Frequency

• USFWS 
Alligator Gar 
HSI

• LMVJV Bird 
Priority Areas

• NRCS 
Easements

• Hydric Soils
• Low Water 

Imagery
• Historic River 

Maps
• Elevation Data
• Floodplain 

Waterbodies
• Habitat 

Complexes



GOAL and OBJECTIVES

GOAL: To restore ecological structure and function to the mosaic of habitats along the Mississippi River 
including secondary channels and other aquatic habitat; floodplain forests; and several scarce vegetative 
communities such as wetlands, rivercane, riverfront forests, and BLH forests. 

OBJECTIVE 1: Increase quantity and/or quality of vegetated habitats and maintain a diverse vegetative mosaic in the 
floodplain to benefit native fish and wildlife resources (e.g., migratory birds and species of conservation concern) 
focusing on habitat such as: emergent, floating, and submersed aquatic vegetation; rivercane; BLH.
Priority species: Indiana Bat, NLEB, Little Brown Bat, Prothonotary Warbler, Rusty Blackbird, - (BLH); King rail - (herbaceous wetlands), 
Swainson’s Warbler - (rivercane), waterfowl, etc.

OBJECTIVE 2: Improve quantity and/or quality of diverse large river habitats (sandbars, gravel bars, secondary channels, 
etc.) to support critical life history requirements of priority species. 
Priority species: Pallid Sturgeon, Blue Sucker, Lake Sturgeon, Sicklefin Chub, Stonecat, American Eel (secondary channels, gravel bars, 
point bars); Interior Least Tern (sandbars).

OBJECTIVE 3: Increase quality of the diverse mosaic of floodplain waterbodies (including but not limited to meander 
scarps, sloughs, crevasses, and borrow areas) and optimize their aquatic connectivity with the Mississippi River to 
support critical life history requirements of priority species. 
Priority species: Alligator Gar, Paddlefish, Alligator Snapping Turtles (floodplain waterbodies, floodplain spawning habitat, etc.).

OBJECTIVE 4: Improve recreational opportunities and access to public spaces in study area.
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Example Vegetative 

Measures
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• Cypress-Tupelo 
establishment

• BLH – promotion of 
Oak/Hard Mast 
species

• Seasonal 
herbaceous 
wetlands

• Riparian buffers

• Rivercane



Example Measure: Dike Notching
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Example Measure: Increase Connectivity to Meander 

Scarp
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• Install River Training 
Structure to divert 
water

• Remove 
accumulated 
sediment

• Notch old pile dike

• Interested in 
feedback



Example Measure: Borrow Area/Floodplain Lake 

Restoration
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• Restoring Habitat Complexity in 
Borrow Areas (floodplain lakes)



Example Measure: Borrow Area/Floodplain Lake 

Restoration
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• Restoring Habitat Complexity in 
Borrow Areas (floodplain lakes)



Example Measure: Increase Connectivity of Floodplain 

Waterbodies
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• Obstruction removals 
(lowering culvert inverts, etc.)

• Benefits to floodplain fish 
spawners, waterfowl, etc.
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Example Measure: Increase Connectivity of Floodplain 

Waterbodies (cont.)
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WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU
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• Are there additional problems or opportunities that would improve ecological 
functions for the benefit of fish and wildlife?

• Are there any other concerns or issues?

• Are there additional measures that would address the problems?

• Are there specific data, modeling, or reports that should be considered?

• Are there specific locations or unique opportunities for consideration?

• Would you be interested in selling a Real Property Interest in support of Ecosystem 
Restoration? If so, circle all that apply: (a) Fee-simple, (b) Easements.

• Additional Comments:



SUMMARY
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Project Website:  https://www.mvm.usace.army.mil/Missions/Environmental-
Stewardship/Hatchie-Loosahatchie-Mississippi-River-Ecosystem-Restoration-Study/

Written comments may be given to us tonight or sent to: 

LMRRA-Hatchie-Loosahatchie@usace.army.mil

or

ATTN: CEMVN-PDC-UDC
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Memphis District
167 North Main St., RM B-202
Memphis, TN  38103-1894

https://www.mvm.usace.army.mil/Missions/Environmental-Stewardship/Hatchie-Loosahatchie-Mississippi-River-Ecosystem-Restoration-Study/
mailto:LMRRA-Hatchie-Loosahatchie@usace.army.mil

